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asking if they would like to be paid weekly,
but they replied that the fortnigbtly pay
was more satisfactory. They receive a larger
chteque and they can get an advance in the
meantime if they so desire. Why introduce
legislation to interfere with a custom that
has proved satisfactory in the past? I have
received a letter from the Returned Soldiers'
Imperial League asking me to assist in hav-
ing Anzac Day included among the holi-
days provided for in the Bill. I think Anzae
flay is already specified by the Arbitration
Court as a holiday, and I am certainly in
accord with the wishes of the league. I feel
sure the matter could be arranged through
the Arbitration Court just as easily as
through the legislation now under considera-
tion.

Hon. G. Fraser: A lot of the factories
work oii Anzac Day.

Hond. H. V. PIESSE: In many instances
they have to.

Hon. G-. Fraser: Many work although it
is not necessary for them to do so.

Hon. H1. V. PIESSE: Regarding the pro-
posal in the Bill affecting service stations,
I would like to inform members that some
tine ago rmy son had to come to Perth and
just as he arrived in the city the car broke
down. He wanted it repaired so that lie
could return to his home town. He visited
several places in the city but could not
arrange for the work to be undertaken. He
was told that if be went to an ontlyin,- ser-
vice station the ear could be fixed up. One
man worked during the night and charged
at least double for the repairs, with the
result that the boy was able to return to
the country net morning. The proposal in
the Bill will impose great inconvenience on
the public. While spare parts can be
bought, there are not many motorists who
can effect necessary running repairs to their
ears. People who are on tour should be able
to buy petrol supplies wherever and when-
ever they desire. In many places in the
country, employees are not kept on duty' at
the petrol pumps, but arrangements are
made with the proprietors of tea shops,
restaurants and others to supply petrol for
the convenience of the public.

The Chief Secretary: Is there any restric-
tion in the Bill regarding country districts?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I understand re-
strictions in this respect are imposed both
in the city and ini the country.

Hon. G. Fraser: Read Clause 39.

Hon. H-. V. PIES SE: I will do so later
on. The people I refer to charge an extra
2d. per gallon in soin instances, but no one
who runs out of petrol would object to pay-
ing a little more for the extra service. As
Mr. Wittenoomn indicated, I was stranded 13
miles out of Aft. Barker and it cost me
£C2 10s. to secure the services of a man to
effect the necessary adjustments to the car
so that I could reach the town that night.
If the provisions included in the Bill had
been law, what hope would I have had of
having those repairs carried out?

The Chief Secretary: The Bill will not
affect that position.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I will accept the
Minister's assurance.

The Chief Secretary: I simply wish to
remind the hon. member that he does not
quite understand what the Bill contains.

Hon. H. Ir. PIESSE: I shall await the
Chief Secretary's reply before deciding how
I s11211 vote onl the second reading. I feel
sure that if the Hill is passed in this Chain-
her, the Minister in another place will not
recognise it when it is returned.

On motion by Hon. L. B. Bolton, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.52 p.
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QUESTION-TRACTORS FOR LOG
HAULING.

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister repre-
senting the Chief Secretary: 1, Has the
Government replaced wholly or in part, or
is it the intention of the Government thus
to replace, horses with tractors for haulage
purposes in the State forests or elsewhere?
2, If the answer to question No. 1 is that
such replacement has been, or is to he,
made, how does the Gc~ernment justify
the consequential displacement of labour
and the change from chaff which is a local
product to petrol which is an import?

The PREMIER replied: 1, With a few
minor exceptions horses are used wbex trac-
tire power is necessary in reforestation work,
and no change is proposed. The sawmill-
ing operations of the State Saw Mills and
the Railway Department are carried oat on
a commercial basis in accordance with
proved methods in general use throughout
the timber industry, and involve the use of
tractors as the most economical method
of log haulage in certain circumstances.
2, Answered 'by 1.

QUESTION-MINING RESERVATIONS.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, What is the total number of
acres contained in all reservations ranted
for the purpose of gold-mining, or pros-
pecting for gold, under the Mining Act, for
the year ended 30th June, 1036? 2, What
was the total amount of rent paid for such
acreaage for the year ended 30th June,
19369

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, .16,699 acres. 2, £120 15s.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, FREIGHT
FOR EOGS.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is it a fact that eggs arc
conveyed from Adelaide to Kalgoorlie
on passenger trains at ordinary freight
ratesl If so, -what is the rate?7 2, What
is the cost for packages of similar weights
from Perth to Kalgoorlie?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes-iC7 2s. O9d. per ton. 2, 80s.
per ton.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr. MeLarty, leave of

absence for two weeks ranted to Mr. Me-
Donald (West Perth) on the ground of
ill health.

BILL-ROAD CLOSURE.
Introduced by the Minister for Lands

and read a first time.

BILL,-METROPOLITAN MILK ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BETTING CONTROL BILL SELECT
COMMTTEE.

Preliminary Report.

Debate resumed from the previous day, on
motion by Ron. W. D. John son that the re-
port be adopted.

HON. 0. G. LAT19AM (York) [4.351: 1
am going to oppose the adoption of this re-
port. I ami glad I have had an opportunity
to give it some consideration. This select
committee met only yesterday afternoon.

Mlr. SPEAKER: The motion is not for
the adoption of the report. The member fer
Guildford-Midland has a motion to move.

Hon. W. D). JOHYS ON: I will move that
the preliminary report of the select com-
mittee be adopted.

Mr. SPEAKER: But the hon. member has
another motion on the Notice Paper.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes, of course.
Imove-

That a message be transmitted to the Legis-
lative Counel requesting that House to appoint
a select conunibtee of five members to join 'with
the select committee of this Rouse to consider
the Betting Control Bill.

RON. 0. G. LATHAM (York) [4.361: 1
will oppose the motion in view of the re-
port submitted to the House y-esterday
afternoon. That report stated that the
select committee had held one meeting and
had decided, in view of the importance of
the matters contained in the Bill, that the
Legislative Council should he represented on
the committee. Then there was given as the
committee's reasons for making this request,
that legislation of a much wider range would
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have to be introduced during the next session
of Parliament, and as this legislation must
receive the approval of the legislative Coun-
cil before it could become law, the repre-
sentation of that -body on the committee
would be necessary in order that the views
of the Council, through its representatives,
should be considered when drafting the pro-
Posed ]Bill. To my mind, the select corn-
mnittee are not doing what the House in-
tended they should do. They have already
decided on fresh legislation. I do not think
it was intended, when the House agreed that
this Bill be submitted to a select committee,
that the select committee should decide with-
out hearing evidence that fresh legislation
was necessary.

Roen. W. D. Johnson: That was the ides.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM:- No, nothing of the

sort. The Bill was, referred to the select
committee with a view to that committee
giving advice to the House, whether to
accept the Bill as it was or to make certain
amendmrents. Now the hon. member desires
to take a responsibility that is the responsi-
bility of this House, namely to say whether
we are going to have different legislation. I
contend the select committee are exceeding
-the powers conferred upon them by the
Standing Orders, and therefore I will oppose
the motion. I am also going to oppose it
because of this further reason submitted by
the select committee for an additional pro-
posed new step. The reason reads as
follows:

The select committee. also. feels that the time
at its disposal is too short to hear the evidence
of ail parties interested in a subject of such
wide interest bdfore the termination of this
session of Parliament. ]Per that reason it
recommends that the Government should give
consideration to the appointment immediately
of the committee as an honorary Royal Commis-
sion with the necessary powers under the Royal
Commissioners' Powers Act, 1902.

lIf that is going to be done, I certainly will
not agree to a Royal Commission consisting
of ten members. it would be far too big and
cumbersome. If there is to he a Royal Com-
mission appointed, let the Government ad-
vise the House that they are going to
appoint that commnission, and then let this
select committee cease work. Six members
arc quite enough for a Royal CJommis-
sion, and three or five members would be
even better. While I do not wish to dis-
parage the qualifications of members of this
House, yet it may be necessary to put on a
Royal Commission someone who is a greater

authority on the subject than is any member
of the House. This is a v-cry important sub-
j~ct, and since it is long overdue for inquiry
it has become of the utmost importance. So
I contend that if it is the intention of the
Oovernment, as recommended by the select
committee, to appoint a Royal Commission,
the Governnment ought to tell us whether they
are going to do it. If they are, I am going
to oppose it, because, as I say, ten members
would be far too large a number for a Royal
Commission. Then I understand that pro-
posals are afoot for the select committee
to investigate legislation in another State.
That means that travelling expenses will
have to be taken into consideration. To my
mind the whole question ise this State's own
responsibility, and so the legislation that
might be f ramed should be looked at from a
Western Australian point of view. Of course
an inspection of other legislation might be
beneficial.

The Premier: Do you say they are going
to the other States?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I understand that
is the proposal; I anm informed. that it is
being discussed. It has been suggested that
the conversion of the select committee into a
Royal Commission will enable witnesses to
be examined on oath, which is not pe-rmitted
in an inquiry held by a select committee.
Our Standing Orders probably support that
view, but there are. certain other powers
that override even our Standing Orders.
Standing Order 403 prescribes that witnesses
cannot be examined on oath by the Rouse
or by any committee thereof, except in eases
provided for by law. That is not final, be-
cause a decision was given by the Speaker
of the House on the 6th October, 1904. The
Speaker was Mr. M1. H. Jacoby, and this
was his ruling-

With reference to the question submitted b '
you as to whether select committees have power
to examine on oath I find that this power has
been exercised by committees of the House of'
Commons for long past; but o-wing to doubt
as to the constitutionality of the practice, the
matter was dealt with by statute in 1871, when
the Parliamentaryv Witnesses' Oaths Act was
passed, providing for the examination of wit-
nesses upon oath or affirmation by the House
or its comimittees. However, our Standing
Order No. 403 sa-ys: "Witnesses cannot be ex-
amiined upon oath 'by the House or any comn-
mittee the-reof, except in eases provided for by
law." But this is over-ridden by the Parlia-
mentary Privileges Act of Western Australia,
1891, which provides, in Section 1, that the Par-
liamnent, committees, and members shall exer-
cise powers the same 3s nre exsercised or there-
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after to be exercised by tile Commons House
.andt its committees, whether enjoyed by eastomn,
statute, or otherwise. it is therefore clear that
the powers exercised in England under the Par-
liameatary Witnesses' Oaths Act have the force
of law here.
That is borne out by the Act that we find
in our volume of Standing Order;, page 241,
which sets out the words I have just read.
If the powers contained in the Standing
Orders are not sufficient, the select commit-
tee would also have the powers contained
in Section 16 of the Parliamentary Privi-
leges Act, reading as follows:

LI any person before either House, or before
and committee of either House, shall give a
wilfully false answer to any lawful and rele-
rant question which, shall be put to him during
the corsc of any examination, he shall be
.guilty of a miasdemeanour, and shall be liable,
on being convicted thereof, to be punished in
-the same maimer as though he had teenl convic-
ted of wilful and corrupt perjury.
Here are all the powers necessary for the
examination of witnesses on oath, even 'by
a select committee. With these powers it is
unnecessary to provide the committee with
'the powers of a Royal Commission. If wit-
nesses wilfully give answers that are untrue,
a severe punishment is provided. This dis-
poses of that argument. When the member
for Guildford-Midland (Hon. W. D. John-
son) moved a motion the other night that
the select committee should report on a cer-
tain date, there was then sufficient tine in
which the committee could make investiga-
tions. If it had got down to solid work then,
it would have been able to report to
the House before Parliament bad ad-
journed. The select committee should
he making the investigations now. I
do not disagree with the appointment of a
joint select committee, if that will expedite
the work, but there is no justification for
the hon. member assuming that because a
select committee is composed. of members
from both Houses it is going to teach unan-
imity. The Premier will remember that dur-
ing the session before last a joint select
conmnittee investigated the Electoral Act. A
Bill was framed on the report of that joint
select committee, but it was subsequently
opposed by the very members who composed
that committee. Theme is no justification for
assuming that by means of a joint select
committee we are going, to get anything more
definite than if each House acted inde-
pendently. I hope the motion will not be
agreed to. I want the select com-
mittee to begin work now. If members can
assis-t that committee in any way, they ought

to do so. Three weeks will be a suffieienD,
time in which to investigate the ease. Most
of the questions are common to the metro-
politan. area, although it may be necessary
to visit the goldfields. It is not necessary to
go further afield. On these grounds I op-
pose the motion and ask that the select com-
mnittee should get on with the work and let
us have the findings before the House
adjourns.-

MR, SL2EEMAN (Fremantle) [4.481; I
also oppose the- motion. I agree with some
of the comments of the Leader of the Op-
posit-ion but with others I do not agree.
Some nights ago the House decided that a
select committee should inquire into cer-
tain things. It was also decided to report
on a certain date. This was done against
my wishes, but the majority of members de-
cided in favour of -the investigation. If it
is desired to shelve a question, the way to
do so is to refer it to a select committee.
Whilst it is bad enough to refer this mat-
ter to a select committee of this House, it
is more likely to he shelved if the select
commit tee is composed of members from
both Houses. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion reminded mnembers that a joint select
committee of both Houses had been ap-
pointed to inquire into the Electoral Act.
After that commnittee had come to certain
decisions, anothei- place put 60 amendments
into the Bill in question.

The Minister for Mines: One member of
the committee mioved most of those amend-
mnents.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am satisfied that this
is the way to defeat the object of the mem-
ber for Murchison, in securing certain re-
forms which are long overdue. The pre-
sent state of affairs is going to exist for
another 12 months, and probably longer. If
the motion is agreed to, we shall have the
same thing all over again for another 12
months. Some bookmakers who are acting
illegally, although a cloak of respectability
has been thrown around them by Govern-
ments who have collected betting taxes on
the racecourse, will continue to act illegally,
whereas bookmakers elsewhere will find &te
heavy hand of the law falling upon them
if they venture to make bets.

Mr. SPEAKER: I remind the hen, mem-
ber that he is going outside the scope of the
matter before the Chair.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I do not want this ques-
tion hung up until next year, which is, what

191-1
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will happen if the motion is carried. We
shall have the spectacle of people in York
being debarred from making a bet, and of
people in Subiaco being able to make bets
to their heart's content. I object to that
sort of thing. If the law is going to be
administered, let it be administered fairly.
That is one of the reasons why I objected to
the appointment of a joint select committee,
and now I object to that select committee
being converted into an Honorary Royal
Commission. The select committee of this
House should get onl with the job. The duty
of this place is to discuss the Bjill. The
measure has 'been brought down and passed
on to the select committee for investigation.
Let the committee frame a report and -we
will consider it. I oppose the motion.

RON. W. D. JOHNSON (O-uildford-Mid-
land-in reply) [4.50]: 1 do not desire to
make any special appeal to the Chamber.
The select committee unanimously decided
that it would suggest to the House that it
be enlarged to include members of another
place. This legislation was submitted to us.
We knew that the legislation introduced by
a private metber could not be complete. A
private member is limited in that respect.
Many provisions that would be essential in
legislation of this kind it would be outside
the powers of a private member to intro-
duce. The committee agreed that this legis-
lation would have to be wider in scope than
is 'the Bill which has been submitted Ito us
for investigation. This legislation will have
to pass both Houses- We think it is -wise
that those who investigate and report upon
it should be representative of both Houses.
It may be thought that ten is too great a
number to have upon a committee of ini-
quiry of this sort. I am not going to argue
that point. A select committee was ap-
pointed by this House. The only thing we
can do is to suggest that it be expanded to
include also members of another place. We
would then mnake our recommendations
accordingly. The period of three weeks was
merely suggested as a rough calculation that
Parliament would be through its task at
about the end of that time. It was not anti-
cipated that the task of the select committee
would be completed by then. Three weeks
was mentioned as a period so that Parlia-
ment could give further consideration to the
matter if it were proved that the task was
beyond the capacity of members of the select
committee to complete within that time. The

question -whether an investigation would have
to be suade in the other States has not -yet
be en determined. The Leader of the Opposi-
lion has only imagined that. No decision
has been arrived at nor any serious thought
given to that subject by the committee. We
believe it is a commousense suggestion that
this question should be investigated by a
joint select committee. If that is not done,
and a report is submitted, and legislation
framed upon the report of a select comn-
mnittee of this House only, I submit that an-
other place 'will also investigate the matter
from its own point of view. We have had
that experience in the past. Instead of this.
question being investigated separately by
both Rouse;, we believe it should be investi-
gated by a joint committee representing
both Houses.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
N\-oes

25
14

Majority for ..

Mrs. Gardell-Olirer
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Cross
Mr. DooMt
Mr. Fox
Mr. Hawk,
Mr. Hegney
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Heenan
UMr. Marshall
Mr. Millington
11dr. Munsla
Mr. N'eedham

Mr. noyle
Mr. Brockman
Mr. Ferguson
Mr. Hill
Mitas Holmian
Mr. Latham
Mr. Motarty

.. 11

Mr. North
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Shearn
Mr. F. 0. L.. Smith
Mr. Tonki
Mr. Troy
Mr. Warner
Mr. Willoock
Mr. Wise
Mr. Withers
Mr. Wilson

Mr. Patrick
Mr. Raphael
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Watts
Mr. Dosisy

(Teller.)

Question thus passed.

Hon. C. G3. LATHAIM: Will you informi
the House, Mr. Speaker, what will become
of the matter should the Legislative Council
decline to appoint rep~resenttatives on the
joint select committee?

Mr. SPEAKR.R: I take it that the As-
sembly's select committee -will continue the
investigation. If the Legislative Council
refuse to participate in a joint select com-
mittee, the select committee will have to
proceed in accordance with the decision of
this House.
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BILL-z-DAIRY INDUSTRY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second -Reading.
THE MINISTER FOR, AGRICULTURE

(Hon. F. J,. S. Wise--Gaseoyne) (4.48] in
moving the second reading said: In placing
the Bill before -members I would like briefly
to present a survey of the economic position
of the industr.y in Western Australia. It
hias been wiid in this Chamber that the
industry is not an economnic. proposition in
this State, and many statements have been
made, and have gone forth that, to say the
least of it, cannot be regarded as reliable.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Who made those
statements?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If statements that hare been made in this
House go nucontradicted, a false impression
may- be areated. If they were accepted, we
would have to believe that it would be better
to import butter for all time.

Hon, P. D. Ferguson: You should not
take notice of such statements.

The 'ftNISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I will indicate just how important the
industry has become in Western Australia.
While the subject of the farming industry
geinerally might be a inatter for anl interest-
ig debate, it must be recognised that it

involves the dairying industry, which, has
been responsible for n great deal of develop-
mieat in a portion of the State. It is prob-
able that the value of the industry has not
been tally recogvnised byv many mnembers, so
I shall furnish the House with some facts
ini connection with its development. In
spite of its losses in the early stages, these
facts will demonstrate its economic import-
ante to us. The number of persons engaged
in the inidustry-it is an ever-increasing
number--show that inl 1925-2.6 there were
*2386 individuals emnployed in dairy farm-
iig, whereas in 1.934-35 there were 6,275,
an increase of 162 per cent. during those
difficult years when all other industries
'except, peOrhaps, iniing? showed decreases.
Farming, other than orchard and pastoral
propositions, showed a decline of over
4,000 anti industrial establishments a de-
crease of over 5,000. The value of the
capital improvements other than land, but
including implements and mnachinery, and
other requirements used in the in-
ilu:try shows an inc~rease froni X286, 000
in 1925-26 to £392,000 in 1934-35.
Buildings alone hare increased from a

capital value of £355,000 to £527,000.
Including cattle used solely in connection
with the manufacture of dairy products and
butter, the capital value of stock, plant and
buildings in the dairy industry is close upon
£2,000,000. Those values have been in-
creasing- and will continue to do so, and do
not include the increase in value of perman-
ent improvements in the development of
land and the improvement of pastures,
which are there for all time. Not any of
these fig-ures include any increases in values
in connection with land clearing or any of
the other niecessary improvements to land
because of the development of dairying.
Today we have 16 butter factories in the
State as against nine that were in operation
six years ago. The value of the land,
buildings and machinery in connection with
the butter factories represents £132,000.
The particulars relating to production and
imports give a clear indication of the growth
of the industry in Western .Australia, and
its importance to the State. In 1926 the
production of butter -was 3,829,728 lbs. -last
year the production represented 13,308,003
lbs. The imports in 1926 aggregated
7,337,031 lbs. and in 1935 they had fallen to.
1,990,398 lbs. The money saved to thme
State in 19--5 for huller alone approxi-
mated £C124,000. which represents the dif-
f'erence betwveen the quantity manufactured
and that imported. As the population of
the State inc. eases, naturally the local con-
sumption. muist increase and therefore the
industry must continue to expand. Tho
gross value of the dairying industry during
the tell years from 1926 to 1935 was
£1l5,566,%, of which, however, no less
than £C6,708,000, or 43 per cent., was ab-
sorbed in marketing, manufacturing and
production costs. Of that £15,000,000 od d,
the net value to the producer was £8,78,
000. This percentage difference between the
gross value based on market prices and the
net return to the producers is higher than
in any other industry, primary or second-
ary, and perhaps is the main reason why
dairy farmers at timnes find difficulty, in
showing profits. I would like to indicate
to meutbers that those enigaged in the
dairy industry are somewhat differently
situated fromi those engaged in most other
forms of industry, inasmuch as the pro-
duets of their farms, principally in the
form of cream, are not subject to what
they receive as the purchase price of that
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commodity, but they get no return from
their. production until the cost of manu-
facture and marketing has been allowed
for. No return is submitted to a dairy
farmer until all the costs of production and
the manufacture of his finished article areo
met. All deductions have to be made be-
fore he secures his return. That is quite
different from the position obtaining in
most industries. Any losses that may be
occasioned due to export or to the differ-
ence between home consumption parity and
the export price are deducted, or allowed
for, in the price the producer ultimately
receives for his product. Therefore when
manufacturers solicit business from farmn-
ers, the latter are fully acquainted with the
position. They know full -well that they
will receive only the net return, after all
manufacturing and marketing coats have
been deducted. It is obvious, therefore,
that some protection has been found neces-
sary for the producers. In the marketing
of this commodity, the chemical analysis
of the product is, in a measure, the basis
upon which payment is madih. As the tests
for the butter fat contents of milkc are
made by chemical examination, it has 'icon
found essential that the handling of - lniry
products and the testing of milk and cream
be properly supervised and certificated. In
the face of the fierce competition that is
apparent in the industry due to there being
a fair margin of profit for the manufac-
turer, there is always the possibility that
the producer will not secure an accurate
test of the butter fat contents of his milk.
It is necessary that supervision be
exorcised to see that the tests are conduc-
ted accurately. A further complication
arises because of the perishable nature of
dairy pro-ducts. It is obviously in the in-
terests of the State that the highest pos-
sible ultimate returin shall be secured to
the prodncer for his product. Therefore
the application of the Dairy Industry Act
is not only from the standpoint of produc-
tion but, to some extent, from that of
marketing, not in the direction of stabili-
sation or functioning in the form of a pool,
but for the purpose of seeing that the best
interests of the producer are served to as-
sure that he shall secure as much for his
product as he should be paid. Although
the Act exists only to see that legitimate
trade functions are carried out and correct
supervision exercised to ensure that the
quality is maintained, there is a possi-

hility that, unless complete control as pro-
vided by the Dairy Industry Act of 1922
is not preserved, the producers and all con-
nected with the primary stages of the in-
dustry may be subject to a great deal of
discomfort and receive less than they
should receive out of their industry. Mem-
bers are aware that the Dairy Industry Act
was agreed to by Parliament in 1922, and
it was intended to regulate the manufac-
ture, sale, storage, transit and export of
dairy produce, including marTgarine. At
that time, the only dairy product that was.
manufactured in the State on a factory
basis- was butter, and throughout the Act
the word "butter" has been used instead
of "dairy produce.," Owing to the growth
and expansion of the dairy industry,
many other commodities marketed as
dairy produce have been manufactured in
this State. Therefore it is necessary to make
it clear that the words "dairy produce"
include "butter," and that "dairy produce"
shall he used where "butter" is mentioned.
Owing to the changes in the method of
manufacture and mnarketing of dairy produce
since 1922, other States have found it -neces-
sary to amend their dairy industry legisla-
tion. Our legislation -was founded on that
passed in the other States, and ours has to
be amended in a somewhat similar direc-
tion. Conditions have changed remarkably
in this State, principally hecause of the
tremendous increase in manufactures since
1922. Other dairy products, such as con-
densed milk and cheese, are now being manu-
factured. Although those commodities arc
covered in the definition of "dairy produce,"
owing to the omission of the words in many
essential sections of the Act, they are not
covered by the regulations framed under the
legislation. That has made it very difficult
in matters of administration. Although the
Act is substantially to control the dairy in-
dustry, it applies in 'the main to butter. It
is considered that the amendments included
in the Bill are essentially of a machinery
nature, and are not contentious. They will
enable the intention of Parliament, as dis-
closed in the Act passed 14 years ago, to be
carried out more effectively. That is the
principal reason for the amending Bill.
Other tban definitions with their consequen-
tial altera&tions, there are a few amendments
of which I shall give members; a brief re-
sumie. One of the anicnmdents deals with the
annual registration of dairy produce fare-
tories. For a number of reasons it is con-

1914
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sidered necessary that factories shall be
registered annually instead of having a per-
manent certificate of registration issued as
at present It is considered that this should
be a matter open to annual review, because
in a factory licensed to manufacture, which
would imply that it was registered for all
time, there may be certain undesirable
features in connection with the dairy pre-
mises for which the license had been granted.
It may be that the license was issued at a
time when the factory turned out a very
small quantity. The factory may have been
added to in many ways and may now be in
such a condlition as to be considered unsuit-
able from the standpoint of present day
manufacturing. It may be that the plant
installed to handle the manufacturing pro-
cess and particularly in connection with the
handling of cream cans and milk products,
is not suitable to cope with the development
of the industry in the particular district
affected. The annual registration should not
in any way be regarded as a restriction on
licenses to operate, but simply as a method
of ensuring that the matter may be re-
viewed. There are very few cases, maybe
only one ease, where difficulty has been ex-
perienced in this connection, bitt it is felt
that if the licenses arc subject to annual re-
view, any difficulty will soon disappear.
Another addition in the Bill is regarding the
p~owers given to inspectors. In drafting
the original Act provision was made that
inspectors should have the right to examine
the equipment in factories, and where this
was found to be unsatisfactory, to issue
instructions for remedial measures to be
carried out. Unfortunately, although an in-
spector had power to issue instructions he
was given no' authority to insist that his
instructions he enforced. Provision is now
made that the inspector shall have the
power to see that his instructions are
carried out. The amendment provides not
only for power for the enforcement of such
instructions, but also the right of appeal
to a board of three in the event of a dis-
agreement with the instructions on the
part of the persons concerned. Another new
p~rovision is in connection with the pay-
ment for milk or cream. In the original Act
power was only given to stipulate the method
of payment for cream for the manufacture
of butter. This has been amended to pro-
vide that the method of payment for milk,
also for the manufacture of dairy produce,
shall be according to the regulations. Dairy

produce companies have been under the im-
pression that -this power has existed, but
legally the power that has been considered
to be given in that section actually does not
exist. A provision is made whereby factory
managers shall pay for milk or cream accord-
ing to its grade. That is nothing new in
the dairying industry in other parts of the
world, but it is an addition to the Dairy
Industry Act of this State. It is a very
important addition, for perhaps with no
other commodity, particularly a perishable
commodity, is the importance of quality so
necessary as in the case of butter. The suc-
cess of the Dairy Products Marketing Regu-
lations Board depends to a great extent on
the quality of the product. Our repu-
tation for exporting good butter de-
pends on the quality of the com-
modity, and it is very essential also
that oar local commodity should he good if
it is to be consumed by those in the far dis-
taut areas of the State. Boa- members
know that there is nothing worse than
butter which is not satisfactory in regard to
quality. I consider therefore that payment
on the basis of grade is the most important
point newly introduced into this legislation.
Already the provision operates in the big
producing States of Victoria and Queens-
land. Another new provision in the Act re-
quires butter makers and cheese makers to
1)e certificated. They will be expected, as in
other dairying countries, to pass an exanmna-
tion qualifying them as butter makers and
cheese makers.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Who are to set the
standard?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The standard is set by the dairy authorities
in all the States. In Queensland the De-
partment of Agriculture have had a set
standard for examination in connection with
the granting of certificates for milk and
cream testing and butter making and grad-
ing, to my knowledge, for 25 years at least-
I have a milk and cream testing certificate
of my own 21 years old. So I know there is
nothing new in the provisions being intro-
duced in the Bill. In the examination,

.Which is compulsory in the other States, all
the questions are based on international
practice, and the knowledge necessary for
dairy, factory operatives. There is nothing
new a'but it and nothing hard about it, but
in order to be qualified it is necessary to pass
the examination. In connection with mar-
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garine which will be found mentioned in the
Bill, when the Act was passed in 1922 it
was recognised that margarine was a whole-
some food, and because of certain nutri-
tional qualities it possessed it has been used
to a great extent as a substitute for butter.
It was considered that it was unreasonable
that margarine should be sold in such a con-
dition as to be indistinguishable fromi butter
in appearance. Parliament provided, there-
fore, that as margarine at that time, in its
natural state, was white, no colouring matter
should be added to it to make it resemble
butter. It has now been found possible,
however, to make margarine having- the co-
Jour of butter and without adding any
other colouring matter, It has been con-
-sidered necessary here, as in other parts of
the world, that butter should meet this comn-
nmodity only in fair competition; that it
'should clearly be demonstrated that the sub-
Stance offered for sale is one thing or the
'other-butter or margarine. Provision is
made in the Bill, in conformity with the
practice being adopted in the other States
Of the Commonwealth, that margarine shall
-not be sold unless it has a distinctive colour-
ing matter added to it before it is marketed.
'The colour that has been prescribed is a high
but not an objectionable one. It is seone-
what of a saffron colour-a deep yellow-
which will render the product readily dis-
tinguishable from butter. The review I
.have given indicates almost the whole of the
amendments contained in the Bill, although
'there are one or two minor inatten' with
-which, I have not dealt. Because of the
-growth of the industry since the introdnefion
of the A-ct in 1922, it is v'ery important that
the necessary supervision and reontrol as
asuggested in the Bill be provided. I move-

rTlhat the Bill be now rad a second time.
On motion by Mr'. Thorn debate ad-

joun ed.

DILL--DAIRY PRODUCTS MARKETING
REGULATION AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE

0(Ii ni F. .1. S. WISE--Gascoyne) [5.251 in
moving the second reading said: There is no
definite connec-tion between this Bill and the
one I have just introduced. This Bifl is for
an Act to amend the Dairy Produc-ts M3arket-
ing Regulations Act and deals onlyV with the
control and supervision of the marketing of
dairy produce. This Act was first passed in

1934 and proelaimed in February 1.935. The
Board have served a very useful purpose
and have secured co-operation between pro-
ducers, manufacturers and consumers. The
relations between the producers and manu-
facturers have, to a very great extent as the
result of the actions of the Board, become
very harmonious indeed. It is pleasing to
state that the Board have -worked in
aL very co-operative * way with those
in charge of the Dairy Industry
Act. All producers and manufacturers have
been induced to aim high in regard to the
quality of the goods. The basis of success
of the operations of the Dairy Products
Marketing Regulations Board has been the
basis of quality. Without that quality it
would be quite impossible not only to
stabilise the price by means of storing the
commodity which is capable of being stored
but also for the Board to remit to the pro-
ducers the money received in the past. It is
pleasing to note that because of the standard
set in regard to quality, the best of our
butter is equal to the best butter produced
in Australia. When the quality of this pro-
duct some years ago, in the initial stages of
the development of the industry, is remem-
bered, that is a very big thing to say.
Though in the early stages of butter produc-
tion, we have reached with the best of our
commodity the highest standard set by the
other States of the Commonwealth, which
compares favourably with the butter pro-
duced in other parts of the world. It is very
dillicult to aplportion due credit for this
material improvement to any one factor or
any two factors. It is very diffeult to
assume that the Board are entirely respon-
sible for that improvement. But the per-
soinnel includes some very energetic and
capable members who have been very
interested in the quality of butter produced
in the State. Another improvement in c!on-
nection. with the Boanrd is that its members
have the g-oodwill of people concerned in thle
industry anti they have broken down a good
deal of the prejudice that existed in connec-
tion with the local product. Probably the
niost important work accomplished by the
board is to give to the producer a system. of
inarketinr which the member for M1urray-
Welhlngton ight describe as orderly mar-
keting, but which has certainly given to the
producers of the commodity a definite and
org-aied system of marketing of the butter
produced in the State. The powers eon-
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ferred by the Act have enabled the Board to
Operate in the interests of the whole of the
industry' and their representation has en-
sure(I that the best possible results have
been obtained liv the co-operation of all
members representing all interests on the
Board. Honourable members know that the
local market price has been maintained and
in addition each section of the producers has
received an equitable proportion of the
benefits received from storage for export and
for local consumption. Solely due to the
activities of the Board it has been possible
to store for very satisfactory and lengthy
periods butter of first quality produced in
the State. Any -loss occasioned by the ex-
port of our butter has been proportionately
shared by those iii the industry, Un-
fortunately the quantity of stored butter last
season was not as great as was antici-
pated but a tremendous benefit due
to satisfactory storage was gained by
those engaged in the industry. The
quantity of butter stored this year will
show a large increase. The quantity in store
at the beginning of November was approxi-
mately 10,000 boxes, compared with 3,500
at the same period of last year. The quantity
of cheese produced in the State has in-
creased. This has resulted in a proportion-
ate reduction in the quantity of surplus but-
ter on the market. The board have endeav-
oured to promote the interests of those who
favour producing cheese. The production of
cheese has already had an effect on the
stabilised price of butter represented, of
course, by the proportionate quantity of
cheese in store. Although the board in the
past have given primary' attention to the
marketing of -butte;, they have also, in the
interests of the industry as a whole, assisted
the producers of all dairy products as far
as possible. As I have indicated, the Act
has proved very useful, but time has re-
vealed certain weaknesses which we now pro-
pose to remedy. Some of the alterations
provide for clearer definitions of "dairy pro-
ducts," "daer. and "~producers,"~ for the
better control of the transport of cream and
the storage of butter. Anomalies which
have been created in regard to the dual ap-
plication of quota, as the board have ap-
plied it, will be remedied. The scope of the
Act is to be enlarged by providing that,
subject to proclamation, the board shall have
power to deal with such other dairy pro-
ducts as are not covered by the parent Act
or the Metropolitan Milk Act, should cir-

cunlstaaces warrant their inclusion. Al-
though we have been a very large importer
of cheese, we are fast approaching the stage
when all the cheese needed in this State will
be produced within the State. During the
flush period it will probably be necessary
to make a levy or take other action within
the powers of the board to ensure a stabi-
lised price, and encourage the storage of our
own commodity so that it can be fed on to
the market as regularly as it can be con-
sumed. Such provision has been made in
the Bill to include butter and cheese, and
to permit of both products, if necessary,
being subject to a stabilisation scheme.
Although the parent measure was a Dair~y
Products Marketing Regulation Act, no con-
tributions have been collected from the pro-
ducers in the cheese industry, but we con-
sider that, to stabilise the market and the
price and tide us over the lean season, p~os-
sibly a stabilisation scheme could well be
instituted. One innovation in the Bill is the
proposal to bring under the control of the
board the agents of Eastern States prnci-
pals or manufacturers. In practice we have
found that those acting as agents-merely
as brokers handling the sale of butter from
the Eastern Statcs-have a tendency to en-
deavour to break the local market. The
board have handled that problem with ex-
treme care and grat wisdom, and the posi-
tion has now been made quite safe for the
local producer. Under the Bill we propose
that the agents shall be registered and come
under the control of the board, just as do
those dealers who handle the product of
the State. Thus there will be a better op-
portunity for careful administration, con-
trol and distribution of the product. Mar-
garine has been brought within the scope of
the measure. Recently I indicated that
21,280 lA2-cwt. boxes of substances classed
by, the Government Statistician as butter
substitutes were imported during the year
ended the 30th June last, but the board col-
lected contributions on only 13,055 boxes.
The board were unable to prove legally that
the balance of over 8,000 'boxes came within
the generally accepted definition of mar-
garine. It is necessary that an active com-
petitor to the extent of over 21,000 boxes,
which is not only vying with our dairy pro-
ducts but is disguised to represenat them,
should certainly be controlled by the board
administering the affairs of the butter pro-
ducers. The definition of "milled butter"
covers "renovated butter" also, and a new
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definition of "renovated butter" has been in-
cluded in the Bill. "Packer" and "packing
place" also have been defined. The present
definition of "storage place" has been
widened. The board have fonnd it incum-
bent to secure the licensing of all buildings
where butter may be hE by a dealer or
mianuf acturer. This is necessary because,
unless all places where bntter is stored can
be -brought within the purview of the
board, many practices could be indulged
in to evade the responsibilities devolv-
ing upon those who control the
'Commodity. I believe the intention of the
present Act was that the representatives of
producers on the board should themselves be
producers. Some doubt has been east upon
that interpretation, and an amendment in
the Bill will clarify the position.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: That will be hard
on the producers.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Not a bit,

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Why restrict their
choice? You do not restrict the manu-
facturers' choice.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The manufacturer is the manufacturer, but
there arc all sorts of producers.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Why not insist
upon the Minister for Agriculture being an
agriculturist?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It has always been done, so far as I know.

Hon. P. D). Ferguson: Glance at your
colleague on your right, the Minister for
Works.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Those who make butter of high quality for
storage purposes claim that expense is in-
volved in segregating cream for the pur-
pose. That. has relationship to the pro-
vision dealing with the grading of cream.
This is considered by the board to be a just
claim. There is a legal difficulty under the
present Act, and a small amendment has been
included to clarify that. No big principles
are involved in the Bill; it is based on an
endeavour to rectify weaknesses in the
machinery of the Act. We have merely
given expression to the desires of those
associated with the industry in order to
enable the board to function better in the
interests of all concerned. I move-

ThA the Bill be now read a secondf time.

On the motion by Hon. P. D. Ferguson,
debate adjourned.

BILL-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANC.
Second Reading.

THE BUNISTER FOR LANDS (Hon-
M. F. Tfroy-Aft. Magnet) [5.40] in moving
the second reading said: From time to time
opinions have been expressed in this House
that the operationj of the Industries Assist-
ance Board should be brought to an end. Un-
fortunately the continuance of the Act is more
necessary this year than it has been at any
time since 1914. Through insufficient rains
in the finishing period of the season and
lack of feed, it will be necessary to provide
a large number of farmers with sustenance,
chaff, fuel, parts, etc., which will run into
a very large amount of money. As an
emergency measure, the Industries Assist-
ance Act contains provisions which allow of
credit being given expeditiously by the
Agricultural Bank. Owing to the poor
results experienced in the 1935-36 season
we had to grant relief to 1,006 settlers. That
was 700 additional to the 319 already opera-
ting under the Act. As the present season
has been more disastrous, we consider that
a greater number of settlers will require as-
sistance. The amount of principal out-
standing is £1,422,480 and the amount of
interest outstanding is £388,531, a total of
£1,811,011. The amount written off by the
Industries Assistance Board for the year
ended the 31st October, 1936, amounted to
£154,911, and the known losses are in the
vicinity of £900,000. The number of
settlers who repaid advances during the
year 1935-36 was eight, and the number of
settlers operating under the board at the
31st October, 1936, was 2,121. This is
merely a continuance Bill, and I will con-
tent myself with giving the House that
informatioxi. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second timec.

On the motion by Honl. C. G. Latham.
debate adjourned.

BILL-GUILDFORD CEMETERIES.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
Mt. F. Troy-Mt. Magnet) [5.461 in mov-
ing the second reading said: For some con-
siderable time the local governing bodies
concerned have been eadeavourring to have
the control and maintenance of the Guild-
ford cemeteries placed on a better basis.
At the present time the most used parts



[18 NOVEMBER, 1936.] 1919

of these cemeteries are held in fee simple
by several of the religious denominations,
as indicated on a plan which I have here
and shall lay on the Table. The balance
of the area bordered red is set apart as a
public cemetery under the Cemeteries Act,
and is controlled by a board of trustees
who have no jurisdiction over the areas
held by the churches. As this divided con-
trol is highly unsatisfactory, a conference
of the local governing bodies concerned
was held at Guildford in March last with
a view to taking some action towards re-
mnedying the position. It was then arced
that the necessary steps be taken to con-
-vert the whole area into a public cemetery
and place it under a representative board
of trustees under the provisions of the
Cemeteries Act. In order to carry the pro-
posal into effect, it is necessary that the
lands held by the churches should be sur-
Tendered to the Crown and proclaimed a
public eemetery. The new trustees can
then be appointed. The religions bodies
concerned have each agreed to surrender
their respective areas subject to the land
being irrevocably dedicated for cemetery
purposes and other conditions which are
embodied in the Act, and subject to the
personnel of the trustees comprising the
Rion. W. D. Johnson, M.L.A., as chairman,
and the town clerk of Guildford ns secre-
tary, and one representative from each of
the following :-Chureh of England, Roman
Catholic Church, Methodist Church, Salva-
tiou Army, Guildford Municipality, Bas-
sendean Road Board, Belmont Park Road
'Board, Darling Range Road Board, and
Swan Road Board. However, it is not ad-
-visable to fix these trustees under the Bill,
as the Cemeteries Act provides for the ap-
-pointment of trustees by the Governor,
from time to time, as may be necessary or
advisable; but the Government intend to
appoint these members as the first board
of trustees. I move-

That the Bill be now rend a second time.
On motion by Ron. C. G. Latham, de-

'bate adjourned.

33ILL-FINABCIAL EMERGElNiJY ACT
AMENDMENTI.
Second Beading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. 0. G. LATHAM (York) [5.50]:
In introducing the Bill the Premier in-
:formed the House what it proposed to do--

V. and VI. of the Financial Emergency Act
which was passed in 1931. Incidentally,
that Act contained many additional provi-
sions, most of which have fallen by the way-
side. The only provisions remaining arc
those which provide for a reduction of in-
terest on mortgages in existence before the
passing of the principal Act. That is the
exact position. Now I wish to say some-
thing about the situation that is obtaining
to-day. It is true that the principal Act re-
duced rates of interest by 22Y2 per cent. on
all mortgages except those held by the
banks. Insurance companies, stockbrokers,
and many other institutions and persons
holding considerable mortgages were forced
by the Act to reduce the rates of interest on
those mortgages provided they were in exist-
ence prior to the passing of the statute. ft
was arranged with the banks that they
would reduce their rates of interest by 22/2
per cent., but they asked for a certain period
of time in which to do it. I believe they
have since reduced their rates by more than
22J per cent. Many of those old mortgages
are still in existence, and are governed by
the Mortgagees' Rights Restriction Act,
which does not allow rates of interest to be
raised. However, that Act does not apply
to the Associated Banks. From what we
have lately seen, it appears that rates of
interest on mortgages held by the banks arc
gradually creeping up.

The Minister for Lands: Above 5 per
cent. I

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: They arc now
above 5 per cent.

The Minister for Lands: What! Above 5
per cent.?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes. As Parlia-
ment gave the banks time to reduce their in-
terest rates in view of their contractual ob-
ligations to depositors, it is desirable the
banks should know that while Parliament
prohibited others from increasing their rates
of interest, the banks were granted certain
exemptions. In my opinion, they should
not be permitted to increase their rates of
interest. I anm, of course, aware that rates
of interest arc generally governed by the
factor of Governments going on the market
to raise loans. That factor, I regret to say,
governs interest rates generally. State-
ments recently appearing in the Press sug-
gest that the Commonwealth Government
propose to go on the market for a loan of
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about £7,500,000 ait a rate of interest still
higher than that paid onl the 'last loan.

The Minister for Lands: But not 5 per
cent.

Hon. C. G. LATHA.M: No. The remarks
from the Minister for Alines published in
this morning's paper, if I read them cor-
rectly, cause me to infer that the Federal
Government's going oil the market for an-
other £.500,000 has occasioned an increase of
10d. per cent. in the rate of interest. If
that is so, it is an extraordinary fact.
Had the loan of £7,500,000 been increased
to £8,000,000, probably the rate of interest
would have risen by Is. 6d. per cent. I do
jprotest against the banks increasing their
interest rates while legislative enactments
prevent others from doing so. For the
benefit of hon. members who may not have
been here when the original Act was passed,
I wish to quote from the interpretation sec-
tion of that Act a reference to the term
"'mortgage.", It is as follows:-

The term ''mortgage'' shall not include or
apply to any mortgage given to or 'by the
Crowvn or to or bY any State instrumentality,
or any mortgage given to a bank to secure a
bank 'overdraft, unless the Government, by pro-
elanmation made onl or after the first day of
October, 19.3,1, declares that any such mortgage
shall be subject to the provisions of this Act.

The Government will have power under the
Bill to compel mortgagees to keep their in-
terest rates down by 221/._ per cent. The
current rate of interest might even lie more
than 221/_ per cent. below what it was in
August of 1931. I am not in a position to
say whether that is so or not, but I know'
what will happen when the banks inerease
their interest rates. Then there wvill be a
demand for relief under this measure.

The Minister for Lands: By otber,.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM%: Yes. I hope the
Government will keep that aspect in view,
and also will bear in mind that under the
existing Act they have power to force the
banks to reduce interest rates. To-day, I
regret to say, our industries are in such a
parlous condition that it is imperative to
grant them whatever relief 'nay be pos-
sible. I believe that one of the heaviest bur-
dens onl industry is interest, especially if the
rate of interest is high. Money borrowed
prior to 1931 waqs borrowed in good times;
to-day the value of money is quite different
from what the value was when those moneys
were borrowed. I hope the banks u-ill not
do anything that will force the Government

or anyone else to take steps to interfere with
contractual rights.

The Premier: The banks have not in-
creased their fixed deposit rates very much.

Eon. C. G. LATHAM: They have in-
creased them slightly. When the 01,000,O000
worth of debentures was placed on the pub-
lic market, the banks began to increase their
interest rates. True, there has been a slight
increase in fixed deposit rates.

The Premier: But not any increase to
warrant a considerable raising of overdraft
interest rates.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMJ: I believe the rate
of interest is up by half per cent. On
fixed deposits the current rate is 3 per cent.
for two years.

The Premier: That is where the banks
said they got their additional money.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It was a reason-
able excuse that they should not be asked
to break their contractual obligations to
fixed depositors. That would have been the
result had Parliament insisted on forcing a
reduction of interest rates upon the banks.
at the time the original Act was passed. I
have always contended, and still contend,
that we made a mistake in not reducing rates
of interest on fixed deposits at that time.
The legislation did not interfere with then-
existing contracts, but only with future con-
tracts. I am concerned about the increase
that might take place now. If, as I pointed
out before, the fact of the Government going
on the market for loans means that during
the current year they will ask for about
£C20,000,000-

The Premier: £E23,000,000.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: -that will prob-

ably force up interest rates, and industries.
working on 'borrowed money will have to
suffer, which will prevent or retard recovery,
To me the Bill seems absolutely necessary.

Mr. Marshall: Do you suggest that every
Government loan is a means of increasino..
interest rates?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, and that is
the unfortunate pail. In the days whent
rates of interest were low, from 1931 on-
wyards, very few gilt - edged invest-
ments were available, and Government loans
were taken up because they were considered
to lie gilt-edged. Building is now brisk, and
gold mining is absorbing a good deal of
capital. There are also other investments
offering. To-day there is not so much money
available for Governments as there was a
few years ago. If Governments go on the
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umarket for loans, rates of interest must rise.
I wish our Government to give due consider-
.aion to the raising of interest by the banks,
and I desire to point out to the Govern-
ment that under the Act they have power
to control rates of interest. I hope they
wil not hesitate to use that power if inter-
est rates are raised.

HOW. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [6.0] : It
is to be regretted that it is still necessary
that a Bill of this character should have to
remain on Uhe statute-hook for the rea-
son that we 'have not Yet emerged from
the financial depression. We have dealt
,qite fairly with those who have been
called upon to make sacrifices in order
that the State might successfully go
through the depression, but although
I aiu not preparied to suggest that this legis-
lation is not necessary, particularly In view
of the peculiar circumstances existing in
Western Australia, it is also a fact that num-
bers of persons who hold small mortgages,
in many cases left to them 'by deceased rela-
tives, have sufered with the rest of the comn-
Inunity for years past. Those people have
had no relief. I could well have wished that
we could have made some amendment in the
direction of limitation of the right to reduce
interest in the ease of war widows in con-
nection with small mortgages. I am only
too well aware of the hardship caused in
many cases, and unavoidably caused, by the
reduction of interest. However, circum-
stances do not warrant my opposing this
measure, nor indeed do circumstances wvar-
rant any opposition to it when we recognise
the dangerous position in which the State
stands in respect of two of its main indus-
tries. But there is another phase to which
atention can be drawn and that is that the
revival of industry must lead to an increase
in interest rates. One of the worst sig~ns is
that there should be a great desire onl the
part of investors to invest in public funds.
'Those people resort to such an invest-
ment only because they are afraid to invest
their capital in industry. In most cases
industries offer a higher rate of interest
than can be obtained from investment in
public funds and in such circumstances it
is only natural that public funds should
stiffer. It is therefore not to be deplored
that public funds are not now so popular as
they were in the years 1931 to 1933. It su--
gests also that confidence has been restored
in industry and that those who have money
aqre no longer content to remain holders of

public securities. But it is not a matter
whether that view may be correct or incor-
reet for the purpose of the Bill we are con-
sidering. If I had had the opportunity,
which unfortunately I was not able to secure,
of discussing the present Bill brought for-
ward by the Treasurer, I should have sug-
gested that greater relief be given to small
holders of mortgages, who, as hon. members
must know, have suffered grievous hardships
during the time when all were called upon
to suffer, but who to-day are still suffering.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [6.5]: In
supporting the measure I desire to offer
a few remarks. We have recently had an
interesting contribution from the Royal
Commission on banking which, I think,
touches this measure. The effect was that
in future money should be lent in such
a way that the interest should vary with
the basic wage. In other words, many of
those unfortunate people referred to by
the Leader of the National Party who have
suffered through the depression would
under such conditions not suffer at all.
Suppose someone invested £1,000 and re-
ceived £.50 a year in interest when the
basic wage happened to be £C4; then if the
basic wage were reduced to £3, interest
on the mortgage would fall and it would
rise in other directions. That is the eivi-
deuce that has been given and I am still
hopeful that something of that sort may
lie expected, because after all, the most
careful attempt to study all interest in a
measure like the one before us is impos-
sible. Whereas some might succeed, others
might lose. Therefore I am hopeful that
something of the sort may eventually
occur, When we are asked to decide be-
tween victims and the great majority who
by legislation are being denied what is
theirs, I supipose wve are forced to support
the needs of the maority. flven if such
a measure as that now in force is con-
tinued, it might be possible for the State
to find out the extent of the small,' mort-
gages; and perhaps the Government might
subsidise them.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
X. F. Trov_-Mt. Magnet-in reply) [6.8]:
The Hill is only a continuation of the exist-
ing Act and that continuation is for one
year. I am inclined to think, however,
that the Bill is likely to remain in force
for quite a number of years because I do
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niot see any possibility of its ending in
the near future. The bank rate of interest
at the present time is about 4% per cent.

Ron. C. G. Lath am: It is 51/2 at least.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS- I did not

know it was that. It must have been in-
creased recently because I have not heard
of mortgages having increased to over five
per cent.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The banks do not
notify their clients.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
telling the hon. member my experience, but
as far as the Bill itself is concerned, it 'will
have to be continued and the legislation of
course will be revised year by year.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

in Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIATES, 1936-37.

In Committee of Supply-

Resumed from the 10th November-. Mr.
Sleeman in] the Chair.

Department of the Min ister for Employ-
ment, Labour, Child Welfare and Industrial
Development (Hon. A. R?. G. Hawoke, Min-
ister).

Vote-Unemployment Relief and State
Labour Bureau, £i67,522:

THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENtT
(Ron. A. R. G. Hawko--Northam) [6.111:
All members will be pleased to learn that
there has been an increasing reduction in the
number of persons depending upon the Gov-
ernment for assistance in regard either to
sustenance or relief work. At the end of
June. 1934, there were 11,200 persons so
depending upon the Government. At the
end of June in the following year the num-
ber had been reduced to 9,200, wyhilst at the
end of June, 1936, the number stood at
8,100. It 'will be seen that the number of men
relying upon the Government has been re-
duced by slightly more than 3,000 in two
years. Practically the whole of the men con-
cerned have found employment in avenues

of private industry. That indicates that
there has been a substantial revival in some
avenues of private industry. The gold
mining industry has probably provided the
greatest amount of employment. In addi-
tion to that industry the building trade has
been responsible for absorbing a gradually-
in creasing number of workers during the last
three or four years. The factories of the
State have also done their share in providing
additional employment. As a result of the
almost general improvement in industry, the
Railway Department found itself in a posi-
tion of being able to provide employment for
a much greater number of men than was
possible in the worst years of the depression.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
1 was pointing out that the goldmiaing in-
dustry, the building trades and the Railway
Department had been responsible to a con-
siderable extent for providing additional em-
ployment daring the last three years, The
timber industry also has made a remarkable
revival during that period, with the result
that quite a large number of men have been
able to leave Government. relief work and
obtain full-time employment in the timber
industry. Of the 8,100 men now relying-
on the Employment Department '.only 51/
per cent, are receiving rations; the whole
of the -remainder are being provided with
relief work. Somee members might be i-
clined to wonder why it is that greater im-
provements have not been made in relief
-workers' conditions in view of the very large,
reduction in. the number now depending on
the Government. The reply to that is that,
until three or four years ago, from 30 to 40
per cent, of those relying on the Government
were being granted sustenance only.

11r. Doney: Did you say that from 30 to.
40 per cent. of them -were receiving susten-
ance only 7

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:-
Yes. Therefore their cost to the Government
on that basis was much lower than is the cost
to the Government to-day in view of the
fact that a much larger number of men are-
.now on relief work, although the combined
total of men on relief and sustenatice is-
much lower than it was three years ago.
Recently provision was made for an im-
provement in the conditions of relief
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-workers. The average weekly earnings to-
day are as follows:

l4s. men
219. men
MSs. men
35s. men
42s. men
49s. men

2
2
2
2
2
3
a

B,
9

12
17
19
6
9)

a.
2
0
3
9
8
0

It will be seen that the 49s. rate man is now
entitled to average earnings of £3 9s. per
week. This man, of course, has heavy
family responsibilities. It is not sug-
gested that the amount which he is
entitled to earn a week is sufficient
to allow him and his family to live as they
should be able to live in a community such
as ours. Nevertheless the recent improve-
mneats no doubt will he of considerable
assistance to men not only in this section,
but in all sections. All relief workers are
now entitled to bring their avenage earnings
fromt relief work up to the basic wage if
they can obtain employment in private
industry during their stand-down periods.

Mr. Sampson: They would he entitled
to obtain the average rates. They would
not be undermining the worker in regular
work.

The MNSTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The department is still insisting that all
relief workers shall submit a return for
each stand-down period, showing the private
work they have done and the money earned

duigthe stand-down period. That is
necessary in order to cheek the very prac-
tice mentioned by the member for Swan. It
will be the endeavour of the department to
])revent workers of every description from
doing anything that would undermine the
industrial standards in private industry.
When the recent improvement in relief
workers' conditions was; announced, the
"West Australian" newspaper management
instructed one of its leader writers to write
a vicious article in condemnation of the
Government's action. The leading article
in question used these two phrases amongst
others in describing the decision of the
Government to make the improvement that
has since been made :- "The State Govern-
ment's premeditated aet of unjustifiable
liberality."

Hon. 0. G. Lathatu: Did they put a query
after that? They ought to have done.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The other phrase was, "The State Govern-
ment's distribution of costly favours with a

careless hand." If ,meimbers of the Govern-
ment had not been awvare of the actual facts
of the improvement made, I am sure they
would ha-e been led to believe that the
decision had suddenly elevated the relief
workers to a high level of absolute luxury.
Unforhunately the decision did not achieve
anything so good as that.

Mr . Dioney: What is the total cost to the
Governiment of the improvernent7

The Premier: Nothing.
Mr. Doney: It must be something.
The MINiSTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:

The reduction of £800,000 in the Common-
wealth grant compelled the Government to
make the improvement much less than would
otherwise have been the case. The
partial failure of the season in several
of our wheat districts was another factor
that influenced the Government in deciding
the extent to which the improvement would
go. At that time it was understood that the
wheat harvest for this year would be at
least 10,000,000 bushels lower on account of
the drought afflicted areas. That loss of
10,000,000 bushels of wheat means a loss
of income to the Canners of £C2,000,000, and
the loss of that money to the farners has
a detrimental effect on the Government in
mnan y ways, and also a detrimental effect
on practically- every other activity in the
State. With the passing of time it has
becomeicicy difficult to put in hand works
that do not require a considerable amount
of material. 'The avetrage undertaking to-
day necessitates an expenditure of slightly
more than 50 per cent. on materials and
supervision. The result is that a much lesser
sumi is available for the payment of actual
wvages to men employed on the job. In pre-
vious years many works undertaken for the
purpose of providing, employment to relief
workers (lid not require the amount of
expenditure on materials that is now
needed. As a result there was a much
greater percentage of loan funds available
for the payment of wage;, and a much lesser
percentage required for the purchase of
materials. Schemes such as the Canning
Darn, metropolitan sewerage, new railway
lines, the reconditioning of the goldfields'
water su pply pipe line, and others of a like
nature are instances where a greater amount
of money' is spent on materials than is spent
in wages. In connection with the work of
reconditioning the goldfields water supply
piJpeline, the average cost per man per 'week
is £4 3s. 7d. in wages, and £9 in materials,
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showing that the percentage of costs for
materials is 75 per cent., and for wages 25
per cent.

Hon. ('. G. Lathamn: That is the Canning

The M iTE.FOR EMVPLOYMENT:
No, the reconditioning- of the goldfields

water supply pipeline.
Hon. C. 6 . Latham: A lot of that material

is providing work.
The MINISTER POR. EMPLOYMENT:

I am leading up to that. I think
it can he said from the State's point
of view that sehemes such as that I
have mentioned are by far the best in the
long run. It will be clear to members that
the jobs upon which a good deal of material
is required are the jobs that are likely to
bring in most revenue for the purpose of
assisting to meet the interest and sinking
fund charges upon the work. That applies
to sewerage schemes and to -water supply
undertakings, and the putting down of new
railway lines and also to any other scee
from which revenue is likely to he received
when the scheme is completed. Those works
upon which only a small percentage of
mioney is used for materials are schemes that
do not return very much in the way of rev-
enue. That applies particularly to the lay-
ing- down of roads. From the point of view
of providing employment, road work is a
splendid class of work, because there is a
fairly high percentage of labour costs in such
work. Bat from the State's point of view
the carrying out of that class of work is
not very profitable, because no revenue is
received in return for the capital expended
in carrying out the work. This proves, as
suggested by the Leader of the Opposition,
that the purchase of material for the vari-
ous undertakings provides employment for
those engaged 'in producing the materials
that are required. That certainly applies
in all those cases where the materials are
manufactured in Western Australia. I am
quite sure that the carrying out of water
supplies, sewerage, railways and other such
schemes, has been responsible for provid-
ing a very large volume of increased em-
ployment in private industries in Western
Australia. Therefore, although on the sur-
face it might appear that this type of job is
not a very good undertaking from the point
of view of Providing direct employment, yet
when the matter is searched more deeply it
is found that a good deal of employment is
provided through indirect chbannels. When

materials have to hie imported, the State loses
the benefit of the manufacture of those mate-
rials. Consequently the Government, like
other Governments, have endeavoured wher-
ever possible to see that materials manu-
factured in Western Australia are used on
these undertakings. The money expended on
relief works during the last four or five
years has been a vital factor in ceaiing
purchasing power, and thus assisting to
nmaiutain business activity throughout the
State. I have noticed that certain business
associations have at times condemned relief
work, and condemned the Government for
spending so much money in that direction.
They' have urged that this expenditure has
resulted in the building up of a heavy bur-
den of indebtedness upon the people who
have to pay interest. They also claim that
the buisiness concerns of the States have to
carry an increased burden of taxation con-
sequent upon that policy. No one can deny
those statements, for they are true. Yet it
can be said with certainty that quite a num-
her of business undertakings in Western
Australia would not exist to-dany had it not
been for the large aniount of nmoney spent
on relief works in recent years. A number
of other business undertakings that are to-
day working at full pressure and during
recent years have expanded in activity, would
he working on a small scale if this money
had not 'been expended and circulated
throughout the community. The number of
mn iiowv remafining on sustenance only is
6 per cent. of the total on the books of the
Government, approximately 500 men, and of
that number a considerable proportion is
physically incapable of performing ordin-
an' labouring work. Consideration hai been
given to the question of providing as many
as possible of that type with light work, and
a considerable number are employed to-day
by the Forests Department. It is hoped
that an additional number will be employed
by that department in the near f uture.

Mr. Doney: If they are employed by the
department, you cannot say they are on sus-
tenance only.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I did not say those men were oil sustenance
only.

Mr. Doney: You said a considerable pro-
portion of those men were with the Forests
Department.

The MIfNISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Xmongst the 500 mecu now on sustenance
only, quite a number are regarded as being

1924
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almost unemployable. It would be difficult
to find work suitable for them. At present
this type of person is under the control of
the Unemployment Relief Department.
Somne consideration has already been given
to the transference of this class of man and
his family to the Child Welfare Department.
A decision will probably be arrived at upon
that question in the not distant future. As
a result of that decision it may be that this
class of man and his family will be trans-
ferred in the manner suggested.

Mr. Stubbs: Is ill-health the cause of tbhe
condition of these people or is it due to their
mentality?

Mr. Cross: Many of them are due for a
pension-

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
These men are physically incapable of doing
ordinary work. They are suffering from
some complaint, and have been carried on
on the sustenance basis for several years.
Some have probably beeni on that basis for
five, six or seven years.

Hon. C. G. Lathanm: What happened to
these men before the Government inaugur-
ated a scheme for sustenance!

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:-
I do not know. It may be that prior to
the depression these mnen were employed in
private industry.

Mr. Cross: Quite a number of them ale
returned soldiers suffering from war in-
juries.

Hon. C. G. Latham: If that is so, they are
entitled to a pension.

Air. Cross: But they cannot establish their
claim to one.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
They may have been suffering from sonic
complaint even then, but not in a serious
form. Possibly as a result of losing their
employment and being reduced to a sus-
tenance ,basis only, tile complaints from
which they were suffering in a small way
developed rapidly, with the result that to-
day they are not regarded as capable of
carrying onl ordinary work. -Fortunately

there arc not many of these men, but it I s
felt that consideration should soon be given
to them and a decision soon arrived at con-
cerning the advisability of transferring them
to the Child Welfare Department-

Mr. floucy: Would the whole 500 come
into that category?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMIENT:
No.

Mr. Doney: What excuse would there be
for keeping them out of employment?

The MINISTER FOR EMfPLOYMENT:
There is not a sufficient amount of light
employment available for all "C" class men.
The "C" clas men are capable of working
if the right type of work is available. These.
men cannot do railway or road work, or any
job where heavy labouring is involved.

Mr. Thorn: The Commonwealth Govern-
ment are dodging their responsibilities.

Air. Cross: Of course they are, and in the
case of some of the "Diggers," too.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
These men cannot substantiate a claim for
pensions, and may be regarded as border-
line cases.

Mr. Doney: Not even those who have been
unemployed for eight years?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Before a person is eligible for an invalid
penini he must prove that he is Perman-
nently and totally incapacitated.

Mr. Doney: Eight years is gotting near
to it.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
It is also true that a number of these men
have already been granted invalid pensions,
but a fair number still remain without them.
So far, the remaining cases have not been
able to substantiate a claim for a pension.
The annual report of the State Labour
Bureau has been laid on the Table of the
House. No dloubt some members have
studied it. I do not propose to deal exteni-
sively with it, except to make a few quota-
tions from it. The report is well worthy
of careful study by every member. It con-
tains a g-reat deal of useful and valuable
information. The second page of the report
refers to the condition of the labour markect
in respect of several industries. In dealing
with agriculture, the report says-

TIhere wa~s a good denmand for farm 1lbour
throughout the year, especially during seeding
and lharvesting operations. Owing to thle fact
that farmiers insisted on having experienced
men, the demand received fromn country di-
tricts for farm hands wvas in excs of the sup-
PIT, m ore especially towards the end of the
season.
The problem of obtaining suffic-ient men for
harvesting- this season will be somewhrat
difficult. -Nevertheless I am inclined to
think it niight not be so diffiut if the
sonis of tanners who have no crops will only
seek farm work in those districts where
good crops are going to be harvested. If
the sons of farmers who have worked upon
their fathers' properties during harvesting
periods when good Crops have been avail-
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able could transfer themselves to other dis-
tricts where the harvesting is favourable,
the difficulty would be overcome to a con-
siderable extent.

M3r. Warner: Most of them have gone
away long ago.

The 'MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Farmers who have crops this year would
probably prefer to obtain that type of lab-
our to taking a risk with men who have
not had much eaperience of farm work.

Mr. Stnbbs: Most of the sons of farm-
ers in my electorate have gone mining.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYiIENT:
That may be so. If they have gone mining,
we cannot blame other youngo men for not
taking on farm work. They may be attracted
to the mining industry, or some other indus-
try.

Hon. C. GI. Latham: All we say is that
the Oovernment should absorb that employ-
ment wthich is wanted elsewhere, and not
in part-time employment. That argument
has been used against me in several in-
stances. You used it at Northarn on one
occasion.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I am sure I did not. So far as I can re-
collect, T have never used any argument
against the Leader of the Opposition ex-
cept that be once advocated bringing down
the State basic wage to the level of the
Federal basic wage.

Hlon. C. G. Latham: Nothing of the kind.
Mr. Marshall: And he did not want work

made too attractive!
The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:

Many of these workers are required only
for a short. period, say at seeding time and
-harvesting time. One cannot expect yonng
men to make themselves available for short
periods in two seasons of the year. As
far as possible we are assisting farmers to
obtain labour. I have no doubt that even
members opposite ha-ve haa the experience
of some of their constituents complaining
tbat they are eligible for relief work but
have not been able to secure it recently. We
endeavour, as far as possible, to prevail
upon experienced farm -workers, if we have
them on our books, to accept farm work
when it is available.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: You cannot send
married men there.

The MIIIS ER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I agree that it is not possible to send mar-
riedl men to work on farms at the present

tiome. There is no doubt that very few
farmers are in a position to pay a -wage
that will enable a married man to live de-
cently and provide for his family. There-
fore farm 'work has reduced itself to a
basis of being suitable only for single men.
Wherever we can arrange to provide single
men for farm work, we do so,

Mr. Stubbs: That is sound.
*Mr. Doney: What attitude do you adopt

towards single men who will not take up farm
work?

The MINISTER FOAt ~EPLOYMENT:
We do not have anything to do with them9
During recent weeks we have not employed
one additional single man, although we are
always receiving requests and demands to
emnploy them. I ain satisfied that the only
solution of the farm labour problem-I
mean the only real, permanent and satis-
factory solution-will be for the farmers
and the farm workers to agree upon some
satisfactory arrangement regarding wages
and working conditions that will place that
type of work on a more acceptable basis.

Hon. C. Gf. Lathamn: A sort of get-to-
gether spirit?

The MINISTER 'FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Yes.

Hon. C. GI. Latham:, What about you and
I making a start?

The MIiSTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I am prepared to go into conference with
the Lender of the Opposition immediately.

Mr. Marshall:. And the conference is fore-
doomed to failure.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I agree that the present time is hardly suit-
able to arrive at an arrangement be-
tween the workers and the farmers.
As soon as conditions in the industry
become more prosperous, a 'really substan-
tial effort should be made in that direction.
I am sure that, if reasonable conditions
could be laid down, it would operate to the
benefit of both workers and farmers alike,
and the latter wroul be saved a good deal
of worry and expense. From my own ex-
perience, I know that to-day farmers have
to take any type of labour available- They
have to accept ver-y serious risks in employ-
ing labour, because experienced skilled
workers are not available. Therefore, it
seems to use it would be better for the
farmers in the long run if they adopted a
long view of the problem, and endeavoured
to encourage the formation of an organ isa-
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lion amongst the workers that would place
farm labour conditions on a more satisfac-
tory basis. In connection with the pastoral
industry, the report from the State Labour
Bureau is as follows:

The demand for station hands, shearers, etc.,
appeared to be about the same as in previous
years, notwithstanding the long dry spell ex-
perienced in some districts.

Mr. Stubbs: -It will not be like that next
year.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The indications are that the position will
not be as satisfactory next year -as it is this.
All the jobs available on stations were filled.
We can quite understand that shearing jobs
and such like would be quickly applied for,
but all other jobs on stations were filled
equally as promptly. So it would appear
that those engaged in the pastoral industry
have experienced no difficulty in obtaining
the necessary labour. It seems evident to
me that they provide more just and better
conditions than are made available in the
agricultural industry. The report also
states-

Employment in the mining industry eon-
tinned steady throughout the year. Skilled
mine workers such as -timber men, machine men,
enigine-drivers, etc., were always in demand.

Work in the building trade and allied occen-
pations appeared to be brisk, and at the pre-
sent time very few capable men in these trades
awe out of employment.

Then the report goes on to deal with do-
mnestic and other types of workers; Re-
cently we discussed the domestic problem,
so that absolves me from the necessity to
deal with that phase at any considerable
length.

Hon. C. G. Ltam: Does not the report
from the Labour Bureau set out that it is
difficult to fill domestic positions?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The report shows that the bureau has ex-
perienced considerable difficulty in supply-
ing sufficient domestic workers to meet the
demand. The same arguments apply in that
regard that I used in connection with the
agricultural industry. I am sure that if
reasonable conditions were established re-
specting domestic work, the difficulty ex-
perienced to-day of obtaining sufficient
workers to undertake that type of employ-
ment would disappear. The State Labour
Bureau provides fares in many instances for
workers who, have jobs to go to in country
districts. I am inclined to think that if it

were not for that practice, many of the pri-
vate labour bureaus would very soon go out
of existence. If the C overnmet really put
forth an effort to wipe out the private labour
exchanges, that end could be achieved with-
out the necessity for any Act of Parliament.

Hon. C. 0. Lathamn: You mean if any
genuine attempt were made to do it.-

The AMSTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I cannot speak of anything that was done in
the past.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You had better go,
warily.

The MINISTER FOR. EMPLOYMENT:
It might have been expected that the money
made available to men going to jobs in the
country would not be repaid to any appre-
ciable extent. Happily, the experience of
the State Labour Bureau has been that ap-
proximately 90 per cent. of the money ad-
vanced has been repaid each year. That re-
suht is very satisfactory and certainly
proves that when men take work in the
country districts, they stick to their jobs and
do the right and honest thing by refunding
the amount of the fares as -soon as they can
do so.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Of course, there are
procuration orders.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Yes, but I know some instances where those
orders have not been effective.

Mr. Warner: So do we.
The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:

The Council of Industrial Development has-
adopted a very careful policy regarding ap-
plications made for loans. Many of the ap-
plications received for financial assistance
have been in respect to industries already
established. The Albany Woollen Mills 'were
assisted to raise extra capital, the whole of
which is now profitably employed. The
number of employees at the mill has been
increased to 160.

Hon. 0. G. Latham: How much capital
was advanced?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I cannot say offhand, but I shall be happy
to make the necessary inquiries.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I think there was a
guarantee.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The workers at the Albany Woollen Mills
are fully employed and are meeting the in-
creasing demand for &he products of the
mill. I understand that those products have
considerably improved both in quality end
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variety. It has been stated that the pro-
ducts from the Albany mills are equal to
those turned out by any similar mills in the
Eastern States. Assistance was rendered
last year to a firm to enable nuts and bolts
to be produced for the first time in this
State. The new products are meeting with
a ready demand, and the advance made to
the firm has already been repaid. Dis-
plays of goods manufactured in Western
.Australia have been organised from time
to time, They are a valuable means of
bringing the quality and wide range of local
products prominently before the notice of
'the purchasing public. These exhibitions
have not been limited to the metropolitan
.area and several displays have been organ-
ised in country centres. Recently one was
tarried out at Narrogin. Members of the
-Council of Industrial Development have
regularly consulted an advisory committee
onl eastern trade regar-ding questions affect-
inig trade with the Far East and with India.
Constant touch has also been maintained
with the Australian Trade Commissioners.
Those Commissioners have been furnished
with reliable and valuable information re-
garding- Western Australian products, and
the possibilities of expansion of our exports
of manufactured products. A display of
products from Western Australia was re-
cently exhibited at the Empire Exhibition
at Johannesburg in South Africa. The Local
Products Council hais carried out a pro-
evamnw of advertising local products in the
daily and weekly Press of the State. The
programme extended over a period of six
mnonths and the advertising thus carried out
haes led to anl increased demand for goods
produced in our own factories. Coming now
to the Child. Welfare Department, I would
relnind members that the department deals
with infant life protection; the legal adop-
tion of children; the investigation of comn-
p~laints of ill-treatment of children; the
supervision of children placed in orphanages
and industrial schools, boarded-out with fos-
ter parents and foster mothers and those re-
leased on probation by the Children's Court;
assistance to women on whom children are
dependent; assistance to unmarried mothers,
both financially and in legal aid to obtain
affiliation orders wherever possible; outdoor
relief to those in distress through sickness;

-strcet trading by children; offences by child-
ren up to the age of 18 years and dealt with
through the Children's Court; probation and
preventive work in connect ion with child-

Yen. On the 1st July, 1936, the following
children were under the care of the depart-
ment

Children in institutions, wards of
partaent, on subsidy

Children boarded-out on subsidy
In Government receiving home.

de-

Total .

Children at service and in training
Children with relatives and others with-

out susidy
Children with mothers receiving allow-

ances, but not wards of deportment..
Children under six years of ago placed

out with licensed foster-mothers and
licensed institutions and paid for by
relatives -

Children onl probation from children's
c~ourts and industrial schools.. .

585
379

1

1,005
261

426

2,442

Grand total .. 4,677

That grand total is 219 less than the number
for the previous year. Children maintained
in institutions totalled 585 and, in addition,
379 wards were boarded out with 254 pri-
vate families. As at the 1st July, 1936, relief
was being provided for 1,070- women upon
whom children were dependent. The ap-
pointmeent of a woman probation officer in
1933 has more than justified itself. The
work of this officer includes the investigation
of home conditions and reports for the
Children's Court, as well as supervising girls
released on probation by the court. She also
keeps in close touch with the girls' indus-
trial schools and deals with unmarried
mothers in the special homes set apart for
that purpose, besides undertaking preventive
work. On the 30th June, 1936, assistance
was being rendered to 1,210 families, 371
incapacitated husbands and 2,442 children,
a total of 4,023 persons. Regarding the
Fnirbridge Farm School, the total number
of inmates assisted by the Child Welfare
Department during 1935-36 was 3,467, the
financial assistance granted by the Govern-
ment being £2,588. For 1936-37, it is esti-
mated that the number to be paid for will
he 2,790 at a cost of £E2,127. It is stated that
the Fairbridge institution cannot obtain the
number of children they desire to bring out
during the year ending 30th June next year.
The Fairbridge Farm institution is subsi-
dised oil the following basis :-The Imperial
Government pays 5s. per child per week, the
Commonwealth Government 3s. 6d. and the
State Government 3s. 6d. These payments
are continued until each child reaches the
ag~e of 14 years.



[18 NOVEMBER, 1936.]1.9

MR. CROSS (Canning) £8.16]:- I regard
this as one of the most important of the
departments and I ain lpleased to note that
ait last the Minister has given consideration
to the transfer of "C'' class eases to the
Child Welfare, Department.

The .1inister for Employment: Not all of
them.

Mr. CROSS: I mean those for whom suit-
able work cannot lie found. The people in
this State who have been declared as "C"y
class have in the last few years lived-under
.the most invidious conditions of any section
of people ini the community. They have had to
lire and pay rent on a total income of -is. per
unit in almost every ease. It can easily be
imagined that a man and his 'wife and two
children who are compelled to live and pay
rent on a total of 28s. a week have great
difficulty in carrying on.

Mr. Marshall: That is how they have car-
ried oil-in their imagination.

.Mr. CROSS: It is not any credit to the
Labour Government or to any other Govern-
ment. that these people should have had to
carry on at that rate. I hope that when the
transfer does occur they will be placed on
the same basis as other cases in the Child
Welfare Department. As a matter of fact,
I think the time has arrived when the Gov-
ernment should consider the possibility of
increasing the unit rate for all cases in the
Child Welfare Department from 7s. per unit
to 9s.

'Mr. Hughes: Why don't you make it?
You are in the majority.

Mr. CROSS: In quite a number of cases
in the last two or three years a large number
of families under the department have had
an increase.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Why don't you force
the Government to make the increase?

Mr. CROSS: Why did not the hon. mem-
ber's party do it?

Hon. C. 0. Latham: Simply because it
was not our policy. It is your policy.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr, CROSS:- During the time the hon.

membher's party was in office they reduced
the amount from 9s. to 7s.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And you have kept it
that amount ever since.

Mr. CROSS: We know that it is not the
policy of the hoil. member's party to increase
the amount. They reduced it. I am going
to grive the Minister a little credit. Recently
a slight increase has been mnade in the weekly

payment per unit in respect of the child-rn
at Sister Kate's Home at Queen's Park.

Mr. Raphael: And you require a muag-
nifyin g glass to see it.

11r. CRO0SS: You certainly need it to see
the amount they get to keep the children.
With an increase of is. 6d. per week, the
institution gets .5s. a -week to keep each child.

Hon. C. G. L''athami: Five shillings a
week? And iwe are supposed to have re-
duced them to that amount. Of course we
did not.

3%r. CROSS:- That is an institution which
caters for ha If-castes. The Minister saas
that 52 children arc heing maintained in
outside institutions. I expect he refers to
institutions like Clontarf, Sister Kate's
Home, Castledare, the Swan Boys' Orphan-
age, otc. I heard on Sunday the balance
sheet read at Castledare Orphanage and it
was shown that it is costing that institution,
iUs. per week to keep each child: Of that
amount the Government contrihute 8s. In
Sister Kate's Home there has, been an in-
crease and the amount paid for each child
is now 5s. per wveek, I am hopeful that the
Minister will consider not only increasing
the unit of every child assisted by the Child
Welfare Department to 98., hut will also
consider a general increase to Os. for every
child maintained in the institutions to which
the State subscribes. In the last three or
four years the cost of living has increased,

somuch so that the basic wage has increased'
from £3 Os. 3d. to £3 1s. Od.

Mr. Hughes: It has gone up from £3 Ss.

-Mr. CROSS: Well, from 3 8&. It will be
realised that the children being kept on 81/d.
a day in Sister Kate's Home are not living
like princes. I ama of tha opinion that every
member of the House should help to force.
the Government to take the necessary action
to increase the assistance rendered in these
eases. While the Minister was speaking, the
Leader of the Opposition desired to know
how a lot of the "C" class eases were
plmoduced. In lay electorate-and I amt
quite certain that other members will
record the sanie expeiience-I have found'
quite a number of returned soldiers who'
went through the 'war who did not claim
the military pension, hut who, because of
their military semrvice, are cracking up
earlier than usuial, and that is the reason
why there are so many "C" class eases.
Sonic of these men are attempting, now to
secure military pensions in respect of their-
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disability, but the great diffeulty is that
they find4 it bard to prove that their in-
juries were war-caused. In the last 12
months I have had one or two eases in the
Canning electorate of men who, after years
of straggling with the Federal authorities,
have secured military pensions, -but there
are a number of others who have not been
successful. One man at East Cannington had
his shoulder shot away in the war, but he
cannot now establish the fact because he
battled along for years without applying for
a pension. He has now the greatest diffi-
culty in estblishing the fact that the injury
was caused through the war.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You can't put that
over. His medical history would establish
the facts.

Mr. CROSS: The man is having a job to
prove his claim and is being maintained by
the State. His ease has been before the
authorities for a long 'time and he has not
been able to secure redress up to now. Many
more "C" class men comprise those who have
various illnesses and under the present Fed-
eral Pensions Act they cannot prove that
they are not able to earn 6s. a week. The
department say the men are not bad enough
yet to receive a pension and an amendment
to the Federal Act is necessary to give it to
them. These men are not able to -work at all
and are in a most peculiar position. I pre-
viously mentioned this class. The State Gov-
ernment should take the matter up with the
Federal authorities because under the Con-
stitution it is the duty of the Federal Gov-
erment to keep invalids. If an amendment
of the Act is necessary, it should be brought
down. The Federal Government are shelving
their responsib-ility oil to the State. I have
taken up quite a number of cases and have
been sucessfult in some of themn. There are
a lot of these men in that invidious position.
The Federal Government attempt to shelve
their responsibility on to the State and the
State tries to shift the responsibility on -to
the Commonwealth, and in the meantime the
men suffer. I hope -the Government will take
.the matter up with the Federal department
in order to obtain for these men a decent
standard of living.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: You make them do0
it. That is the thing to do.

Mr. CROSS:- I do not get much oppor-
tunity. I desire to express my appreciation
*of the assjstance I have had during the year
from the Child Welfare Department and
the' Employment Department. .We. have

some good officials in both departments and
these men are in contact with the public
every day. It is just -as well to let them
have a word of praise for their good work.
I do not envy them their lob and desire to
-take this opportunity of expressing my
appreciation of the assistance they have
given me and the unfortunate individuals.
who have required assistance from them.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[8.27-]: .1. wish to draw attention to the fact
that the amount voted for this department
last year was, not all spent, not by a con-
siderable sum. I listened with great interest
to the Minister during his very clear exposi-
bion of the events of his department, but
listened in vain for any reference to the
amount which was not spent. The Minister
said that six per cent. of the relief
workers-500 in all-were now on susten-
ance. I take it the figures are quite correct.
There seems to be a great number living in
Subiaco and they do not appear to be all
just "C" class meii, such as the Minister has
indicated. Some certainly can work and
would be willing to work if employment
could be found for them. I was amused by
the fact that the Minister glosscd over the
question of the scarcity of domiestic servants
or maids and intimated to the House that we
had haed quite enough of this question the
other day and that he hoped, we 'would not
have more to-night. 1 am, however, going to
dwell on it for a short time. It will be re-
membered that last week the attention of the
House was drawn to the deplorable condi-
tion of these young maids, some of whom
wvere supposed to have been stranded on
railway stations or sidings without any
money, driven there by wicked employers
who did not pay them adequate wages. The
picture will also be remembered of the
young woman who had to comnmence washing
on Sunday at 4.30 nam. and worked all day
for her keep and a were pittance. The
tales were so harrowing that I was glad there
was a scarcity of domestics in Western Aus-
tralia. But that was only half of the in-
glorious picture. I wish to paint the other
half and to show how it relates to this De-
partment. I suppose I may be allowed to
continue the story of the girl on the railway
,siding. This young girl leaves the railway
station, her fare having been paid by the

geeoiyo bon. members, and reaches

Perth, She goes to the unemployment
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bureau and thence she is drafted to the
Child Welfare Department, which is the
avenue through which these girls are helped.
After minute examination she is informed
that she may receive 7s. a week until she is
able to ind a job. That 7s. a week has to
provide her with a room, cohnfood, and
faxes to travel in order to find a job. She
is advised to go to the Employment Bureaut
at Pier-street where she -will be found a
position. When she goes there, she is in-
formed that there are plenty of positions,
that there is a great scarcity of maids, and
that the officials are only too -willing to hell)
her. The amount that she would be paid
would be nothing less than £1 a week, be-
cause there is nothing less than that on the
books. I believe it is unparliamentary to
talk of lies, so I shall say that those state-
ments appeared to me to be falsehoods or
untruths. I rang tip the bureau to find oat
whether the statements were correct. I dis-
covered that it was impossible to get a maid
for even £1 a week. It was necsary to
pay more, although the maid might be
-wanted for only A five-roomed house and re-
quired to do no washing or ironing. She
-would be expected to get breakfast in the
morning and dinner at night, hut could go
out every night and have the usual outings
as well. One pound per weak was the mini-
mum wage. I could hardly believe it after
bearing the lamentable tales told in this
Chamber about the wicked employers who
did not pay the wages. I also rang up other
labour engagement offices in Perth and dis-
covered that they could not sup ply anything
at less than £1. a week; in fact, they offered
25s. and in one instance up to £3 was
offered for a competent general. They were.
prepared to pay those wages ifr only they
could get suitable applicants. This young
girl, having been informed that she can get
a position, tells the officials that she is very
ill and tired after the strenuous experience
,she has had with the bad employer. When
she has convinced them that she is ill, she is
sent back to the Child Welfare Department .
and there a beneficent Governmcn.4 who
have the audacity to attack geninei employ-
ers paying anything from £E1 to £2 a week
in wages and providing keep, offer this girl
7s. a week on which to live. I say it is sheer
hypocrisy. For every girl who has
suffered at the hands of a wicked
employer in this country I could bring a
dozen girls who have been or were living on

[69]

charity, because the 7s. a week provided by
the department is not enough to buy food
and keep a roof over their heads. For every
woman who gets up at 4 o'clock in the morn-
ing to begin her washing for her keep and a
pittance in wage; I could bring a
'hundred women, each one with three, four
or five children or more, who have to live
under the auspices of this department on
7s. a week and provide everything Seven
shilliugs at week and work .from.7morning
till night for her children!l There are bun-
dreds of such women in Perth. The 500
persons mentioned by the Minister were
mnen, the breadwinners. Probably some of
those men have a wife and children, but
there are hundreds in and around Perth
living on ts. a week. The Government who
create and insist upon such legislation are,
to say the least, inhuman in their outlook.
Last week I dealt with the case of a man
whbo was a shearer. He had been on sus-
tenance for some little time. He had a
wife and child and was receiving £1 Is, a
week. He was, informed that the department
could no longer pay him £1 is. a week; he
could have only 14s. a week because the
child had reached the age of 14 and must
go out to work. He was told to send the
child to Pier-street in order to find a Job
for her. I do -not consider there is any-
thing wronig in that; it is quite right for a
child to be told that she must find a job
provided she is healthy and strong enough
to go, out, but it seems awful that the mnan
should be told he could have only 14s. a
week when the child had not -yet obtained a
job. On the same day, another man who
was extremely ill caie to me. I sent himT to
the Perth Hospital, and there he was told
that his case would take fully aL month to
diagnose. Hie had no moans of livelihood.
and T sent him to the Child Welfari!
Department. That man was given 7s. a
week on which to feed and clothe himself,
keep a roof over his head and pay his fares
to the hospital until his ease was diagnosed.
I consider that the Government who would
dare tell me. that any legislation I brought
forward was a hollow mockery or a hollow
pretence-I do not know what those terms
mean; they do not seem to have much mean-
mng-are themselves guilty of pretence and
mockery for offering such amounts to people
in need of assistance. The member for
Canning (Mr. Cross) tried to make it
appear that the responsibility rested upon
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inentibers enl this side of the Chamber. It
matters not who instituted this legislation;
the responsibility to get rid of it if it is
wrong rests with ,nembhers on the Govern-
ment side of the Chamber. Any Govern-
muent who allowed aged people-some am'
aged and are really starving, for on 7s. a
week the y cannot live-to exist on such a
p)altry amount and who expected girls to
live onl 7 s. a week, are without moral sens,,-
or sense of economic values. They are a
Government of political Jpoltroons. The
member tr Katanninig (Mr. Watts) has a
dictionary and probably will be able to get
the definition of political poltroon.

Nlr. Watts: TJie Minister took it from me.

Mrs. CAHDELL-OLIVEiI :I think the
te~rm call l)e defined as a spiritless coward.
I say it also stands for anl arrant hypocrite,
ii consummate humbug-, a Spineless l)1'wyVi,
or anything else members like to make it.
I wish members to observe the vote of last
year which was £C8,637 more than the amount
spent. It is very unwise to eheesepare in
such a department, and fihe cheeseparing-
that has beens indulged in needs some ex-
planation. Not only the children and the
poor stranded girls are affected; thle aged
are also dependent upon the department.
and if ever,' penn.N' voted had been
expended, it would not have been a penny
too much. It would be futile to contend
that the a,,sount voted was in excess of the
amount required, as the Premier said of
the Fresh Air League fund. Every member
knows how very difficult it is to get needy
cases attended to. T do not wish to cast
any slur upon Mi'. Meacham, the Secretary
of the department. He has always been
courteous and has done everything in his
vlower to give inc all possible assistance.
This ap)plies also to anybody I save sent
to him, But if the departmental officers
are told that they must econoinise, if they;
are told there i, no money for them to
spend, it is only natural that people will
experience diffiulty' to get cases attended
to. Yet at the endl of the year we find that
the money voted for the department has not
been spen t byv the departmient. We have the
extraordinary knowledge that in the Treas-
urer's department onl items dealing with
children sech as kindergarten, Fresh Air
League fund, etc., the expenditure did not
eqnal the voGte. If members vote a certain sum
believing that the amount is required and
eventually find that it is not spent, what is

the use of our going through these items and
voting them? If the Government are deter-
mined to spend the money as they think fit
and not as Parliament directs, what is the
lise of our considering the items? We are
asked to great all amount that shows a de-
.,rease Oil last year's vote, and to camouflage
the decrease wve arc informyed in the Estimates
that the amount shows an increase of £7,539
on last year's expenditure. I do not wvishi
to impute any evil intention to the Govern-
ment, but what is to prevent their gipg to
the country-which they will do Sooner or
later-with thle tale that they increased thle
vote of the Child Welfare Djepartment by
£7,539, so anxious were they for the welfare
of the stranded g-irls, the childr~en and, thle
aged? The figures would be0 quite correct,
hut the implication would be all wrong, be-
eause this year's vote shows a decrease oil
last year's vote. It is (leplorable to find that
Oil suclh items as Royal Commissions, Jubi-
lee, Printing and Advertising, Ministerial
and Pamli amentary visits, Entertaining of
distinguished visitors, Cavehouse, that bete
noire of the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie,
the Observatory, and other items that do
not deal with the welfare of tile pnCople,
departments have overspenft the amounts
allocated to them. Yet for such items as,
aborigines, mnental and inebriates' institu-
tions, Fresh Air League flund, assistance for
women uI)on whlomi hildren are dependent,
pjublie health nd unemnployment relief, false
economly is practised, and in this particular
department, out of a vote of £127,139, only
£118,502 Ims been spent. I cannot under-
Stand such shortsighitedness. I cannot under-
stand the reasoning that leads legislatos
to put social entertainment above the sociail
welfare of the people. Only the other own-
ing we voted for a Bill to construct a rail-
way from Cue to the Big Bell mine. I ob-
serve that the Minister for Mines is not inl
his Seat at the momen~t. We Voted for the
construction of that work which is to cost
£64,000, w~hen it was obvious to anyone that
a company that could afford to spend
£E400,000 would not be deterred from spend-
ing another £64,000 on a railway. We should
have saved that money to spend on 'the child-
ren, which to my mind would be more use-
full than devoting it to manganese sleepers or
steel rails.

Mr. Lamnhert: Do not further hurt my
feelings.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I should like
to ask the Minister for Employment two
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questions-why was the amount allocated
]ast year not spent onl this department, and
what guarantee -have we that the amount we
are asked to vote now will be spent this
year?

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [8.45] 1 listened
with muelh interest to the clear case put tip
by the Minister for his Estimates, but I en-
not agree with his deductions ats to ag-ricul-
tural labiour. The Minister's remnarks con-
veyedl that if the farmers made, conditions
inose livable for the worker and provided a
better wage, there would he ain ample lowA
of labour towards the algrienitneal dlistricts.
I wish to point out to the lion. gentlenm
tbat, that is; not within the Carmer's power
to do. There airc 9,000 wheatgrowers in
Wesitern Australia, who in the past have
provided work for at least 5,000 employees.
Of the 9,000 farmers, last year .1,200 were in
receipt at drought relief. That: drought re-
lief amnounted to 28s. 6d. per week; that is,
a miarried farner has been expected to keep
himself and wife and children onl a weekly%
sumi of 28s. 6d. How onl earth could farmers
-who were themselves a long way below the
accepted line of normnal. living in Western
Australia afford to make provision for em-
ployees? In my,% own district of Kellerberrin,
the Agricuiltura l Bank distriet, the report Of
the inspector, presented throughi the Agri-
cuiltural Bank, drawvs attention to the fact
that 70 per cent, of the area there was
croJpped by Agricultural Bank clients and
230 per cent. cropped by farmners mortgaged
to financial houses. That conveyvs to uts the
p~osition that 100 per cent, of the 1,300
tanners in the Keller-berrin agricuiltural dis-
trict had no say wvhatever in the conditions
of emnploymnent for the men whoa, they em-
ployed. Not the slightest, because 70 per
cent, of the area cropped wvas under Agri-
cultural Bank conditions. Iii the, minors'
settlement south of Southern Cross, the
mniner-settlers were not allowed to employ
their own sons. They' could have their sons,
working for no wage at all, or thle sins could
go and work. for- neighbours. for
wag1 esl Amkiongst 1,300 Kellerberrin
farmers there was not one hut bad
to take working orders from either
the Agricultural Bank* or at private
financial institution. T think there are some
five icmi in the district; however, I accept
the, figures cmf the Agricultural Bank inspec-
tor. Under present conditions the farmers of
'Woeskrn At~ralia, taken by and large, have

little or no say in the working enditions they
can offer to eumplo ' e%-. .1 have seen in the
Doweria district a beauitiful farm which was
.successful up to the date of tire depression.
The farmer uised to employ 14 men-four
married and ten single. To-day he employs
foury single men. On a farm in the Watheroo
district, ideal conditions prevailed in housing
and iii employment. Four married couples
were employed, and were housed iii cot-
tages; and about ten single men were boarded
with those mar-ried couples. Thiose Cot-
tages are now dilapidated, and the four
sitig-le min employed are housed with the
fnnier. The only way we can provide real-
sonable conditions of living for 'the farmn
worker-and T say the farm worker is en-
titled to at decent wvage and to dlcemt living
conditions-

Members: Hear, hear!
Mr. BOYLE: The point is that the farmer

who normally employs the farmn worker can-
not himiself get those conditions I ask the
Minister and the Government to assist uts
to bring back those conditions. Tfhat call
ho done only -by giving to the farmer all
adequate return for his labour, by givingw
himi a mninimnum guaranteed price for his
wheat. We are now attempting to do that,
aind nio doubt our friends opposite will
op-pose the effort next year.

M-Nr. Tonkin: Why anticipate trouble?
Mr. BOYLE: Because Labour in the

Federal Parliament has clearly intimated
that it will oppose any benefit to the farmer
involving a rise in the cost of living in cities.
I' appeal to members opposite to assist us
in February to gyet a living wage for
the farmer, and bring back conditions which
will enable him to pay a living wage to his
employees. Not all farmers grind their men
dloun-not by any manner of means. The
way I have indicated is the Only Way reason-
able conditions can he given to the farmer.
We want to bring- back to abandoned farmis
1,200 farmers who are now on the gold-
fields, working in the mines. Those men are
willing to comne back to their farms, but not
uinder present conditions. I ask the G-ov-
erment in distributing- drought relief to
realise that £6 per month is not at living
wvage for a mnarried farmer. I think, Mr.
Chairman, you will not rutle me out of order,
for T ami speaking Aboot wage conditions.
The Government should also realise that £4
per month for single mcii is hopelessly in-
adequate. To nite it seems a shame and a
scandal that for the, next 12 months .3,200
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farmers and their wives and children should
be condemned to a life below the breadline.
Those farmers have provided for Western
Australian workers and for Australians
generally, as Mr. Lyons said in the Federal
Parliament two years ago, the cheapest loaf
of bread in the world. Mr. Lyons said the
2-lb. loaf was at an average price of 3%d.
in Australia. Our farmers have Contributed
an average of £:2,500,000 a year in the dif-
ference between the Australian price for
wheat and the so-called London parity. I
listened with interest to the Minister's r--
l'erencc to farm schools, especially to Fair-
bridge. That, to may mind, is an ideal wvay
to provide juvenile labour for the farmer
in the future. That labour wvill be skilled
labour.

Mr. IIllghes: What about Wokalup farm?
It is training six boys.

Mr. BOYLE: The Wokalup farmn has not
entered into my considerations at all, be-
cause from figures given last night I under-
stand it cost £12,000 to train those six boys.
I have been informed that it costs £3,000
to train an officer for the Australian army.
Then these Wokalup boys could be classed
as cadets of the army of farm employment.
In point of cost they run very close to the
highly-trained fluntroon staff. As regards
FairbridgeP. however, the Minister's figures
lweie decidedly) interesting. They were 7s.
from the State, and Os. 3d. front the Impe-
rial Government. With the 6s. 3d. allowed b y
the British Government, the figure for the
Fairbridge Farm School amounts to .13s. 3d.
per week. I have met many Fairbridge Farm
School boys; they are fine, well-trained lads,
and will make first-class Australian citizens.
That is the right type of migrant for Aus-
Iiali. I have in mind another fine school
known as the Tardun School. Recently I
was speaking to the principal of that school,
and his complaint was that their
allowance comes to about 8s. per
week. That school misses the 6s. 3d.
which the Imperial Government contributes
to the Fairbridge School. The Queensland
Government, as I have said previonsly'
have a most excellent system of providing
scholarships for boys leaving school at the
age of 14 or 15 years. They do not re-
quire as a condition of granting a scholar-
ship that the boy should have passed any
fixed examination. All that is asked is that
the boy should have passed through grades
VI. and VII. Then the boy is sent to the

Queensland training school, and £32 10s. a
year is provided for him. That works out
at close to 13s. per week. In that way
Queensland is providing skilled labour for
its farms. However, I would not like to
see boys from the training farms enter into
conditions of living such as those obtain-
ing in Western Australian agriculture at
present, particularly such conditions as our
farmers themselves have to put lip with
to-day.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [8.561; It is
a good while since I worked onl a farm, but
in my early days I dlid fanning work. I am
becoming more and more convinced1 every
day that if farmaing in Western Australia is
to continue, then consideration must ble given
to thle payment of Some minimum amount
to those enigaged in thle indunstry. That much
is certain. Otherwise it may Ibe impossible
to carry onl farming here. The position
seems to mle to all definitely for organised
marketing. At present the farmers position,
so far as his product is concerned, is one of
always facing a more or less speculative
oiltlook. In view of tile needs of those who
mast depend onl primary production and the
needs of those who arc looking for work,
it is in my Opinion essential that when the
proposed amendment to the Constitution
comes along, approval should be given to it.
It is clear that the wvhole position needs to

bpe reviewved and considerationl given to the
provision of anl amount on which those en-
gaged onl farnis wi4ll be able to live. In my
view, apart from farming the solution of
the problenm or unemployment will remain
unsolved until consideration is given to thle
right Of every boy to leairn ai trade.

Air. Tonkin: The same old story.
Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, thle same old story,

the same old Objection, the same sectional,
lopsided, oblique view by the hon.
member, the same looking at the world
through a. narrow crevice and seeing
only that part which is being looked at,
the same position continuing to-day as has
existed for many years p~ast. Boys are now
prevented from learning trades. Employ-
mnit from the standpoint of appren-
tices is worse to-day, I believe, than
ever has been the case. In our de-
sire to relieve un]employment we have
made a collection of money, and efforts are
being directed towards vocational training of
lads. But that is only a drop in the bucket.
It is not fair to those boys who have not
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the opportunity. As the member for North-
East Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin) says, it is
the same old story. The position remains as
it has been for a long while past.
In Adelaide a few days ago there was a big
meeting of representatives of the build-
ing trades and it was pointed out
there by a master builder from Queens-
laud that there was an acute short-
age of skilled tradesmen. The suggestion
was advanced that in place of the five-year
term of apprenticeship a three years term
would be sufficient. That period would, I
believe, be sufficient in every trade.

The Minister for Justice: Not in your
trade.

Mr. SNAPISON: T think it would.
TIhe Minister for justice: I do not.
Mr. SAMPSON: In the printing indus-

try, to wihichi the 'Minister has referred,
the wvork which is best paid is one of tile
most difficult, that is, operating the lino-
type. Jlust after the "a r a intd who bad
bven wvorking in an office with wvbich I
was associated returned from the front. He
had never operated a linotype or had ever
had anything to do with such a machine.
But the policy at that time was to give
employment to those lads who went away.
This particular 'nan waent on to the lino-
t ,ype and in 15 months he was adjudged by
the inspectors 100 per cent, efficient. From
that day hie has never known one hour of
idleness. Bunt there are many boys who
have noe opportunity of learning a trade.

Mr. Warner: Why do you not put on a
fewI

Mr. SAMPSON: The restriction ini re-
spect of apprentices is so severe that tile
Minister to-day, as always, no matter
what Government may be in power, finds
himself in the position, no matter how ear-
nest he may be, of being unable to bring
about an alteration in the outlook. The
lads taught trades, under the conditions of
the award, are required to attend at the
Technical School, and that, of course, gives
them the additional opportunity to learn a
trade. Personally, I amn not over-keen in
respect of that because I think if a lad is
employed in an industry, and is carrying
out practical work, it should not be long
before he is thoroughly qualified. At all
events, the position to-day where a boy
learns a trade under an agreement is that
so long as he can obtain a smattering of
that trade, he will secure a start mnd be-

paid as a qualified man. Thus, wve are re-
quired to carry on industry in Western Auls-
tralia and in other parts of Australia,
and from time to time accept for employ-
mieat on tradesmen's wages those who ac-
tually never received the full training. So
I feel inclined to agree with the master
builder from Queensland who advocated a
reduction of the period of apprenticeship
from five years to three years.

Mr. Lambert: What about 40 hours a
week; do you subscribe to that?

Mr. SAMPSON: 'That is another ques-
tion and I do not know that it wvould solve
the position. What is needed is an oppor-
tunity for boys to learn a trade, and the
rest will cure itself. Every year it is stated
that 40,000 leave the schools of Australia.
A few years ago the percentage of boys en-
gaged in the butilding industry was 82
hut to-day the percentage is less than 21/.
So we might well contemplate how miser-
ably ineffective is our work in Parliament
so far as young Australia is concerned. It
is a very disconcerting matter, and one
that calls for reasonable and proper con-
sideration. I was very pleased last week
to have the assurance of the Minister that
the receipt of payment without work would,
in his opinion, have a bad effect in certain
cases, and also that it was not a fact that
sustenance workers, on completing working
periods, were being stood down until after
the Christmas holidays, and that in the
meantime they were being provided with
rations. Certainly I accept the statement
'Dade by the Minister, but since I brought
the subject forward in the form of a ques-
tion, the person who supplied me with the
information called on me again and I ques-
tioned him closely. He said it was at fact
that he would not he given sustenance until
after Christmas. Sustenance, as I under-
stand it, consists of the payment for work
done, determined of course by the peOriod
worked, and also the number in the
family. This alan told me that in the mean-
time he was being called upon to accept
rations and that no work was to be done
for those rations. If that be the position,
it is a bad state of affairs. I am hoping
that it is just an odd case, and I trust the
Minister will make a further statement
which will show that no worker is being
treated along those lines.

The Minister for Employment: You
should investigate that case further.
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Mr. SAMI.SON: f hlave done so as far ats
I call, but I propose, as suggested by the
Minister, to interview the mail again. He
has called onl me twice and, as I said, oil
the second occasion persisted iii his state-
anent. A little while ago someone else called
on me and said that lie had been in this
country for five years. and that although he
had a wife and three children all that the
Government would play him was 35s. a week.
He said hie wvas not able-bodied and desired
to return to the Old Country. I would ap-
preciate a wvord or two fronm the Minister onl
this -subject also, and would be ala~d 4o
know the policy of the Government with
respect to people of this type. Such people
call only be a burden on thle Child Welfare
Department, and if it is possible for or-
iang"Ceits to be made for their repatria-
tion, they should lie repatriated. I recall a
y-'vey lo quent sp)eech mnade by' a certain
member of this House some time ago on this
matter. At that time I dlid not look with
favour on [lie repatriation of people of that
class, bilt 1. an i nellned now to ta-ke a differ-
cit view. F. hope the Minister will tell us
what is the poli(.cy of the Governrnent'
though, of course, .1. know that it is not en-
tirely a State Government mattler, because
the Federal Government have more to do
with it. Another muatter which has been
brought forward onl other ocqasions; is the
question of enabling farmers to Pay suffi-
cient to induce men to accept work onl farms.
A subsidy would be money well spent,
aint paynmeut along thiose linres would be
mlore justified titan thle provision o f susten -
ance, as is the case ill manfy instances whenl
it is imp]ossible for work of anl economical
nature to be provided. If that could be
done, u-e might engender a greater liking for
farmn work. The manl who goes Onl a
farm and makes good. has anl oppor-
trinity of getting somewhere, although the
present posit ion regarding farm p)roducts
is so bad that it is utterly' impossible in many
eases for farmers to Pay their way. There
is a feeling becomiing more or less general
that to work onl a farm is to do something-
which will not enable a person to earn a
living. That is a. bad viewpoint and must
do0 a tremendous lot of harm. En the final
analysis we must rely onl the farmer, and if
it is at all possible to make conditions in
connection wvith farmn work of such a nature
as to pronipt the acceptance Of a position,
then we shall be doing something useful.

The 211 itister for Emiploynient: Why did
you set soc bad an example by leaving fanm
work yourself w-hen y 'ou were younger?

Mr. SAMP'SONX: I canl tell the Minister,
although it is rather an intimate matter.

The CHATI.I AN: 1. do not know that it
has anything at all to do with, the vote we
are discussing.

MrI,. SAITPSON: It h)as. When I was a
Iboy I had the misfortune to bie riln ove,
and my mother made it clear that
it was of no use a boy' who limped badly,
trying to make a living Onl at farm. The be-
lief at that timel was that anyone could
make at living iii the city, and therefore the
only thing to do wvis to move to Adelaide.
My parents decided that the boy Stanley
shoatuld ave a calnmce to earn a living, and
liat wa s tihe rea son for i- aba ndario g fain

work.
The Mfinister for Empi loyment: I will

treat the information as confidential.
Mr. SAMPSON: I have often wondered

since whether that accident that overtook me
Was a1 blessing. or Otherwise.

Mr. Doney: Anry wvay, it was a profitahie
bit of advice that von r eceived.

Mr. SAINPSONk: It was acted upon,
and possibly it wvas due to persistency
(in the pait of my mother- that we
ilt] moved ini I tire city. Another oppor-
tunity for, useful and profitable work
wou l e the construction and care of roads,
lpfitticularly' in the greatp settlemient dis-
tricts. We have sonic group settlements
starting from near Annadale and extending
at fair distance toward Pinjaira. I shouldr
say that if it is possihle for sustenance to he
provided by the Government, the work to be
done by those macn could not bea more useful
to the State and more helpful to other men
endeavouririg to secure a living from the
land than if it were carried out in that
area. I refer to the Bateman estate, the
Peel estate and other areas in that district.
Thrin again the loek catelimcent water
5C

1
1C1)IC p'-oposition is of first grade import-

;.nce. An.' vthing and everything that would
assist those engaged on the land is
Justified. I was pleased to hear a remark
boy the Minister reg-arding the steadily de-
cr-easing number of men who are engaged in
relief work, and T hope it will not be
lng beforo the Iiumbler has entirely disap-

peared and all that can work arc profit-
ably and usefully engaged in industry. As
a last word, I hope that the most sincere
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efforts towards consideration of the youth
of Western Australia in respect of the right
of boys to learn a trade will be given, and
that we shall look upon that in a biroad light
and not afraid of what anmy section of the
community might say in opposition to it.
When all is said and done, the manhood and
womanhood of the State are concerned, and
while to-day the provision of an opportunity
for boys to learn a trade may in some in-
stances cause criticism, there is no donlb',
that in the finial analysis the only way
whereby those boys wilt have an opportunity
in life will be by the acquirement of a trade.
We have too many' unskilled workers. We
have heard that a thousand times, but we
have done nothing, and I hope the Minister
and others wvill take a sane viewv of the ease
and do all in their powver to brinig about a
change of view.

[,)r. Hegincy look the Choir.]

MR. NEEDHAM JPcrth) [5).181: 1 wish
to speak of. anl institution uinder thle direction
of the Minister in his capacity of Minister
for Child Welfare. I refer to the ehildiren's
court, and I wish to draw the Mfitistcrls
attention to the fact that the situatIion of
that court is not a proper one. Sonte yeaurs
ago that court "'as held in a building in
Hay-street, and wh,]ile the surroundinllrs of
the court at that time and its accorninoda-
tion were not of the best, the change to its
present location has lbeen at l~Assifg fromi
hind to worse. Tni these days children who
have committed anl offence against soeiety
are tried by a special court and everything
has been does by Parliament to preserve the
greatest amount of secrecy so that the inlie
of the offender shiall not be disclosed 1i))
liely. Nor do the parents or guardians of
the offender come before the public view.
That is as it should be. But where the child-
tenl's court is situated to-da 'y, that object of
privacy is defeated, because not only do the
children have to stand there before the
public gaze, but their parents or guardians
also are in the same position. Thle- court is
now held in one of the old wooden huts that
at one time composed thle University. It is
in a relatively main thoroughlfare aad one
can see children waiting to go in to have
their cases tried. Those Children are recog-
nised by many passers-by, and so unneces-
sary and unfortunate publicity is given to
these cases. That feature of the position is
really sad. I do not think thle Minister or

anybody cise desires that those people should
have to stand in the public gaze waiting for
their cases to he heard, or that there shoul
be any danger of their identity becoming
known. Another feature that I desire to
bring under the notice of the 'Minister is the
accommodation in the court. It is far front
being adequate. There is not anything like
proper accommnodation for the court itself,
for the officers of the collrt or for those
immediately concerned in the case before
the court. In winter time the place is like a,
refrigerator, andl in summer it is like a
furnace. ].t is not at all at credit
to the department to have it situ-
ated where it is. Oil one occasion
I made representations to the Minister
for Justice about this matter, but wias ad-
vised that the court did not comle under
his Jurisdiction bilt camne Under the j uris-
diction of the Minister for Child Welfar,.
I wrote to tie latter depalrtmnent and
received a reply stating that there was no
further accommnodation available at that
tinie, but with all (Inc respect I venture to
say that if an effort were Made a nioe
veluded spot could lie obtained for that
eourt. t suggest that the old Arbitration
Court down in the Supreme Court gardens
should be nmade available for the children's
court. I have been told that there is no room
in the Supreme Court building, to house the
Arbitraitioni Court, but I do not think it
would cost very mutch to provide that accom-
niodation. Then the old Arbitration Court
could be used as the children's court. There is
ever;' convenience there aind plenty of
imeconmodation for those engaged within thle
court. Morevovem, it would obviate the
necessity for parents or guardians or child-
ren having to encounter the public gaze as
they do now. I hope that when the Minister
repliecs hie will give us an idea as to whether
or not some attempt will shortly be made
to improve the childreni's couirt iii tlint
direction.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [9.25] : In the
course of this debate the Minister bas
pointed out that lie has gone as far as he
can. The member for Canning (Mr. Cross)
is hopeful flhat mItch moore wvill be done than
has been done, and members onl this sid-
have asked for a great deal more to be
done. On many occasions have I spokent onl
this Vote in this Chamber, so I do not
propose to repeat my views ad suggestions;
totighlt. becaose they are wvell known. T



[ASSEMBLY.]

has occurred to i recently that we might
possibly solve this problem of emlploymenlL
if we wentl the right way about it. We are
lacking in the guidance of business men,
who are far too mouch interested in their
own attaiN to give us a hland. It has
occurred to 1310 thalt what was done in regar(I
to the Federal capital might lie applied to
this problun. The Federal capital was to
be built and £10,000 was offered for the
best desi-gn for the capital. This proposi-
tion of ours perhaps is not being solved, or
not very readily, and] so I think the time!
has conic when special consideration might
he given to it. First of all1 we should set
out what are the desires in this or any other
Parliament and then call for competitive
lay-outs fromn sonic, of the best brains in the
wvorld; a pslan that we could approve and
follow. We are all at cross purposes; every-
body knows that we axc not taking the best
stepos to overcOmei our difficulties. In one
sense we arc trying to employ men and
women, arid by that means alone we arc
stiltifying the modern machinery inventions
that could take their place. We have only
to turn to road constzuiction. The Minister
has said that road work is very satisfactory
from the point of view of giving much em-
ployment, but not from the point of view
of giving a i-eturn in revenue. That is very
true, but the Minister knows better than I,
and so do other members who have told me
that there are machines capable of doing-
six, sev-en or eight miles a day with only a
few mechanics operating.,

Mr. Marshall: We want to get back to
using teaspoons for shovels.

Mr. 'NORTHT: Yes, for it we take the
forwvard step of employing the v'ery latest
machines we only raise opposition. We
know how 1,o get over the difflculty, but we
are not in a position to use the remedy. That
is what annoys me so much. Anything con-
nected with new ideas in this world re-
quaires. some years 'before it is. put into force,
and somebody has eventually to bring it be-
fore Parliament. Then perhaps something
is done. If we could tackle this problem
from the economic aspect it could lie solved,
but the Government would have to seek co-
operation from those in charge of the fin-

ances. Therefore, I revert to the fact that
when the Federal capital was about to be
built, competition was called for all over
the world, and eventually plans were
accepted at a cost of £10,000. That figure
is not nearly enough for this pro'blcm;: the

figure required to draw the plans I would
need would be £100,000, and of course we
have not that amount to spare. But it
would be'lrossible if the Ministry would lint
lay out their obljective, which presumably
would: be full emnployment for all; or
putting it another way, the industrial
machine of Western Australia, primary and
secondary should work at full speed, or at
all events at a speed sufficient to meet the
needs and demands of the people. The plan
wvould have to include a method by which
the needs of the situation could be analysed
and classified. That would take time. Sup-
pose some new commodity came into San-
dover's or Foy's next week, a new prinius
stove for instance. A definite demand would
be created for it, and say 2,000 would he
sold. If the shops could collect the nluesi
of all who would want that commodity they
would have quite a different figure to talk
about. Let us find out first what the people
need. All these needs are in the minds of
the member for Subiaco and other member.
The analysis would include all that this
State can produce in its economic, primary
and secondary capacity.

Mr. MAarshall: It is what the State could
consume if the people had the purchasing
power.

Mr. NORTH: The plan would show what
the actual needs of the community were,
what the people were demanding. We could
then have these two points made clear. The
plan would have to be submitted to a special
committee appointed by the Government,
and if it were approved a deposit would be
paid to the successful competitor.

The Minister for Works: Who might be
Jack Lang.

Mr. NORTH: If the plan were in full
running in three months' time, a substantial
cheque could then go to the successful com-
petitor, and arrangements for the halance
wouldi only be a matter of detail. Governments
are working on more or less the old, de-
partmental lines; they are perforce bound
to ignore the new machinery and plant that
is in the world to-day. The Minister told
us that he was pleased to employ
a number of men on road work. That is
not the way our roads ought to be built to-
day. The Minister was pleased at this be-
cause it would give so many men a chance
to earn some money with which to keep
their homes going. We want to get the
best brains in the world to help us in solving
our problems. To-day these brains are occo-

19.18
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pied only with their private affairs. If such
a plan as I have described were forthcom-
ing and applied to our needs our troubles
would soon be over. Should the plan be
unsatisfactory to any committee that
might be appointed, -no harmi would be
dlone, as it would merely be rejected.
This is the only suggestion I can offer at
this stage. I do not think that any criti-
cisni of mine could possibly be as clear,
concise and full as the remarks that have
fallen from the member for Subiaco (Mrs.
CardeRl-Oliver). We must get into the
field of -brains which is now avail-
able in the world for the solution of the
p~roblem. Once the definite terms of the
competition were advertised I think the
necessary brains would be forthcoming.

The Minister for Works: The member
for Subiaco might win your competition.

Mr. NORTH: I amn not talking about the
absorption of unemployed along the lines
adopted to-day. T-he present idea is to get
as many men employed as possible and use
as little plant as possible. But that is
running awvay from the main problem.
What is the use of our inventors turning
their attention to warlike devices and such-
like activities when they would be only
too pleased to show us how we could turn
this State into a strong and efficient propo-
sition. Everyone knows the commodities
we have, the resources we have, our un-
limited coal supplies, the tremendous areas
we have for cultivation. We have more
rain in this State than falls in G.reat Bri-
tain. We have more fertile lands than exist
in Great Britain, and we have as much
coal ats she hans. We have a better climate.
We know that Great Britain canl support
40,000,000 people and that she is running
the world to-day. All we think about is
absorbing a few more men in the making
of roads, and showing our pleasure that
this work will keep themi in employment.
We canl never get out of our troubles like
that. The day will come when the much
despised new economists will have to come
into their own. I am not now discussing
the question of finance. Where are.- all
these new machines9 Look at our rail-
ways. Ask oar railway men whether our
locomotives are the best obtainable. We
know they arc not. Turn where we will, it
is only in a few of the wealthier homes
that we see some of the best and latest
devices. We are running away from these

things. We say we have not the money,
and that the Federal Government are not
with us. These changes mast come if we
are to halve any outlook at all. They must
conic through pressure on the part of mem-
bers, and through members spread to the
Federal arena. Let the Government give
the best brains in the world an opportun-
ity to show us what -we should do to clean
tip these problems. So fax from being
embarrassed by having 10,000 or 1.5,000
workers to provide for, we would need miu-
lions of people iii this State to make it
what it ought to be. Possibly my remarks
will be classed by members as mere gen-
eralities. I ask them to join me in urging
that a competition should be invited along
the lines I have suggested, and that some-
thing substantial should be offered for the
best solution of our problems. I would not
suggest a paltry sum that would be likely
to divert the competitor to the purchase
of a half-crown lottery ticket. Let us say
in round figures that we shall pay £1I,00
down if the plan were agreed to by the
Government; £9,000 when it had been
passed by a special committee appointed
for the purpose, and the balance when the
scheme was in full operation. What harm
could there be in that? Is that impractic-
able? We know what we require. We
want the best locomotives and the best
rolling stock, the best roads, and the best
machinery and plant. At the moment, how-
ever, we are down-trodden and overloaded
with a debt of £90,000,000. We think we
have to carry onl in this old-fashioned way,
although -that is now running to its close.
If I talked for half-an-hour I could not put
Lip a more convincing case than has been ad-
vanced by the member for Subiaco.

Honl. C. 0. Latham: You have got the
!(lea all right.

Mr. NORTH: I do not know whether the
Government would exclude members -of
Parliament from the competition, but I1
would be pleased if the Premier could win
thme prize. There is a large building scheme
going onl in the city and many beautiful
structures are going up in the main streets.
Where are our workers' homes? Every-
where we turn we see a cloud. We think
we cannot do0 this or that. Why should
all the men with brains spend their lives
money-grubbing? They could be attracted
to this State. Men come here for gold, and
they would come here for £100,000. Let
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the I neaetSay what they require and(
they -will get it. But they must paty for
it. It would be worth while to spend the
money. After the first instalment no more
cash would be paid if the plan selected did
not work. If such a plan is not forthcoming,
our] evilisattioa wiil lie bankrupt, and
we miust take the downhill cour-se.
Some years vaco the late -M[r, Tr. A.. L. Davy,
when bringing down the Premier's Plan,
said the sklip (ot State was .siukcing. Was hie
far out?

The Mlinister for Era iplorrontt: Would
you Care to act as juldge?

Mr. NORTH1: That is a miatter for the
Government. 'It should not be very difficult
to draw up the conditions. Either we do not
know, or we do know what we require to
take its out at our troubles. We cannot
dodge tih' issue. If we dto not know what
we requite we must carr;' on down to perdi-
tion. But we (10 know what we want. Merely
giving full euloyment to everybody will
not solve our difficulties. The member
for Nedlands has shown us that we cannot
gro on as we ate doing. HeI has told uls wve
are going down hill. W\e are not nsing the
latest machinery and devices that -would
ra-ise our economic existence. In our endea-
vour to aivoid spending money we are ising
out-of-date. methiods and dodging thal issue.
If the Government happen to lie in a via-
dictiv'e mood 4 hey might say, "What about
tile trolley buses?"

The CRAIRMAN:. The lion. meamber cani-
not discuss that question now.

Mr. NORTH: They will provide employ-
ment iii the building, localy of the bodies
for buses. There isi all answer to that ques-
t ion. If 'I could itrest, the Governnucafl
sufficiently to consider this iden it would be
w-.i'I b their whiloe. Great things have been
done by big mien.

lon. CQ. 0. Latham:. Great1 things- have
keen done out of patriotism.

M1r. NORTH: We have tried that for six,
years in the endeavour to get out of our
troubles.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: You cannot expect it
from members opposite.

Mr. NORTH: It is all too slow f'or lue.
There is too mnuch muttering and discontent
tnder the surrface, anld it is not broukght to
the House.

Mr. Marshall - We do jit want any more
of Niemeyer - recommnendations.

Hen. C. G. l.alhaiii: You have forgotten
them alread V'

MAr. NORTH: We are ignoring all our op-
portunities. ' soy wve cannot afford to
have anything else lint the worst railways
niLOlie ranl buy1. If we o~re going to build a
road let us employ as. many nieni as possible.
TChat is the present idea.

Mr. Mar'shall :And airm themi with tea-
spoons5 so that we oan engage the lot.

Aifr. NORTH: Some~ of us haLve made fools
of oursgelves talking about htighd finance.
Finance is a very smaill part of the business.
A'What conceorns me4- is the things I' havv
seen. 'Whnr was at the %var I saw what
it was possible to do. Unlimited supplies
of aeroplanes wvere sunk in shiploads either
in tint Channel or thle Mediterranean or else-
where. Theme was sonic spirit abroad then .
soinething to achieve. There was some rea-
sorn for our making an effort. in those days.
Tme results were there. Eveni the Minister
for Lands would have bieea stimulated and
probably aroused from his very sound eco-
nomic aittitude regarding farnmg, particu-
larly if he had appreciated tme tremendous
p~ower apparent during the war period. That
power is here to-day 'amid yet we are not
using it. We are too frightened. The mem-
her for Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenant) has very
aptly told its onl many occasions that he is
not against borrowing, but that borrowing
undertaken must lbe for somec definite objec-
tive. That is the point. If we were to
agree to the competition that I suggestj we
should lay down what wre require, and throw
the competition open to the world. The
competitors should be asked to provide us
-with a plan for Western Australia. or, for
that matter, for Australia. How many mna
are to be employed; what improvements
they must miake; the hours of work to he
undertaken, -and so forth. All these con-
siderations should b~e mientioned, and if we
offered a prize of U100,000 we would get
results.

Hon. C. G, Latha ma: And howv will yon
find all this money?

.Mr. NORTH: Mloney! Think what this
would mean to Western Australia!1 To-day
our national income is abhout £30,000,000 a
year. Roughly we could double the income
of Western Australlia if we Could only get
everything working at full pressure. 'We
should use the latest possible type of plant
for roads and for everything else.
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Mr. Tonkin : Whose incomef would be
doubled?

Mr. NORMI~I The incomne of Ilif. people
of Western Australia.

Mr. Tonkin : Privatel vy-owle(I i ncie?
Mr. NORTH: What would be £100,000&

We would not notice it if we could only get
results.

The 'Minister for Justice: WcV could do it
onl the cash order system.

Mr. NORTH: All that the plan would cost
the State would be the charge for advertis-
ing to encourage people to submit a scheme.
That is any attempt to provide ai new con-
trihution. It does not mean that I 4o not
appreciate what the present hardships mean.
I know that quite well, if I were ever a
Minister of the Crown, which probably I
shall not be, I would possibly be just as,
chiary of thle position aiid. just a~s anxiouis to
keep within the limits of my Vote.

Hon. C. 0,. Latham: If you did not , the
Treasurer would bring you baek p-.romptlv.

Mr. NORTH: If we were to adopt the
suggestion I make, we would be raised to
an economic position flbnt would remove us
from the miany troubles that confront us to-
day.

MR. rOX (South F~renmantle) [9. 50]1: I
listened to the strictures of thle member for
Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) regarding the
position of those who are in receipt of 7 s. a
week. I appreciate the position, but where
wats thle hon. member in 1930 when the lot
of many workers in this State was% infinitely
worse than the position obtainiing to-day?
There was no word] of protest from her then.
Pr'obably she wits trippinig about thle Riviera;
I do not thin k she was in Allestern Australia.
It is because of the unearned increment en-
joyed by some people that the world is in
its present position. Time nicinber for Subiaco
stands for conditions that makc p~ossilble the
dleplorable positiona of the people to-day.
Some people receive too much, while others
have too little.

Hon. C. G. Latham : You did not think of
that when M1r. 'MeCallumn was Put on1 the
Agricultural Bank Commission.

'Ar. FOX: I agree that hie is getting too
much, but there are many others getting too
much as well, and anly number of relief
workers are receiving too little. Although
thle member for Claremont (Mr'. -North) con-
stantly preaches about reforms, hie consist-
ently votes against them.

Mr. North: We are not in charge of the
C ov(*rllent.

Mr. FOX : The only way wre ran judge
G~overnmeonts is by compar'isons. With the
t'xeeptioti of h-o or three, each Government
in control throughout the world is, of the

pom1)liticail branid as the member for
Suhiaeo. Take the position of the 'United
States of America, with its 20,000,000 un-
employed.

Hon. C. G. Latham: There is a socialistic
Government in charge there.

-Mr. FOX: Not a~t all, ILet us comec nearer
home and consider the position in New Sou1th
WVales. The mnember for Suhiaco inferred
tllat if her political party were in Power,
everything- in the garden would be lovely.
The debts of the farmers would be paid;
g-roup settlers, would be given their hioldingos
free of interest and free of debt; all relief
workers wtould enjoy full-time employment.
The only wVay to judge thle actual position.
is to ascertain what is being done in other
States. The Government in New South
Wales are in a better position than the G-ov-
ernment in Western Australia. In New
,South Wales the Government have the hal-

aneof power in both branches of 1116 legis-
lature, whereas in Western Australia the
Legislative Council can veto any legisilation
the Labour Government may introduce.

Hon. C. G, Latham: But they rio not do
so.

Mr. FOX: In July last,, the National
Government of New South Wales put
off 20,000 relief workers. 'There fob-
lowed such an outcry, in which even
miembiers of the Government party partici-
lpated, that the Government appointed a coin-
inittee to examine the position, with the re-
sult that the comumittee recomnleided that
certain part-time jobs should be provided.
lit cotnsequence, 600 jobs were made avail-
able and the work wats spread over 3,000
men. That nicant that the ulea received only
15s. a week and had to wvork for one week
and then stand down for five weeks. Dur-
ing the standing-down period, the men had
to subsist onl the money they had earned
during their week on the job. That is what
has happened in New South Wales. When
we consider the condition of the peopliF there
during the time the National Government
have been in control of the Treasury bench,
we can appreciate what would happen in
this State if amti-Labour forces secured con-
trol. In New South Wales the workers were
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practically conscripted and forced to accept
the jobs. If they did not accept them, they
were struck off the dole. Many complaints
were made regarding the jobs in Nsew South
Wales. On work at the National Park in
that State, 150 men were employed. Com-
plaints were made about the conditions, and
a committee was appointed to make nn in-
vestigation. The committee included repre-
sentatives of the local council, clergymen,
members of Parliament, and representatives
of unions. As a result of the investigation,
the committee reported that the complaints
had not been exaggerated. The men were
expected to work in unsanitary conditions
and the bedding they had to sleep on con-
sisted of bags. I am surprised at members
opposite criticising the Government for eon-
ditions obtaining- in Western Australia to-day.
Infinitely worse conditions operated when a
National Government held office. Something
has been said about the difficulty experienced
in securing farmi labourers. I have come
into contact with many young follows who
have indicated that the%- do not care to
accept work on f arms b~ecause of the long
hours and poor pay. In ninny instances,
farmers do not insure their employees, per-
halls because they are not able to do so. In
my opinion whoever holds the largest equity
in a farm should make provision for the
insurance of the employees on that farm.
When young fellows know that no provision
is made for their insurance, they do not like
to undertake such work. Recently I men-
tioned to a prominent farmer that there was
a possibility of the farm labourers being
organised, And be replied, "If that is so, we
will not employ them." If the farmers were
prepared to provide decent working condi-
tions and wages, the difficulty would he over-
conic at once. The member for Subiaco
also referred to the difficulty experienced
in securing domlestics. if the conditions that
exist in a number of homes also exist else-
where, it is not to he wondered at that such
difficulty is experienced. Recently I met a
young girl, who was with her mother, and
she told me she had to work from 8 &.in. to
8 p.m. for a wrage of 7s. 6d. per week.

Mr. Thorn: Was that in South Fremantle?
Mr. FOX: No, in the aristocratic suburb

of Nedlands.
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: You send her to me

and I will gu1arantee that she will get £1
a week.

Mfr. FOX: Aud probably be required to
work the 24 hours round.

Mrs. CardeH-O liver: You are afraid to
send her.

Mr. FOX: 1 congratulate the Government
oa the improved conditions for relief work-
ers during the last three years. No one is
in a better position to speak in that regard
than those of us who attend the Trades Hall
every day.

lion. C,. G. Latham: What about those
resolutions carried ait Fremantle the other
day?

Mr. FOX: They do not matter.
Hon. C. G. Lathame: You are content to

forget them.
M1r. FOX: Even though a Labour Govern-

nacnt niay be in charge of the Treasury
heu)cL, the carrying of a few resolutions can
do no harm. I trust the conditions regard-
ig- relief workers will continue to improve.

MR. TONKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[9.583: Probably no department more seri-
ously and closely affects the well-being of
the people than that administered by the
Minister. That is all the more reason why
the policy of the department should be very
carefully cconsidered before being put into
operation. Generally speaking, these who
are obliged to depend upon relief through
the Child Welfare Department, are those
whose conditions are most miserable, who
stiffer great misfortune and have Iittl3
happiness. Because of that, I believe
offcers of thme, department should do every-
thing possible to ease the burden and
brighten the lives of those who hiave to
apply for relief. I believe every courtesy
should be shown to persons wsho apply for
assistance, and the greatest sympathy should
be extentded to them in every instance. They
should be listened to with the utmost tact
and patience. Unfortunately that is not
always so. There are some officers in the
department who arc utterly unfitted for the
job. They have 110 tact and no patience.
They have no sympathy. It is true that noc
one in twonty, or perhaps not one in fifty,
is suited to the position in which he has 'to
listen to the cases submitted to him, and to
gramit relief to the applicants. The Minister
should diligently sea rch for those persons
who possess tact and patience and sympathy.
We cannot expect people who are hungry
and without adequate clothing to he in th z
brightest frLame of mind when asking for
assistance. We cannot expect them to be
Jovial and happy, and we cannot complainx
if they have a. grievance against society.
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I would rather feel inclined to blame them
if they had not a grievance in such a eon-
dition. But the officer who listens to the
eases put uj) is a man in a permanent job,
a man in receipt of an adequte salary, a
man well-fed and well-clothed. Whilst I
would be prepared to expect a little anger
or dissatisfaction on the part of applicants,
I would certainly expect none from officers
listening to eases. I complain that we have
some officers who have no tact whatever,
who only aggravate people and make their
condition far worse. I Would like the
M1inister to look into this question and find
another job for these officers. I say
nothing against their efficiency so far as
saving imoney for the department is con-
cerned, or keeping records, but some other
job in the Public Service could be found
for them and -we should seek out those
persons who aire endowed by nature with
the very attributes required for such a job
to take their places. I agree that it wrnl not
be easy to ifind a sufficient number, but we
should look very widely for them. The
general policy of promotion should not be
followed in this department. We should not
just regard the seniority of an officer and
say that because there is a job vacant, he
should be placed in it. We should satisfy
ourselves that such an officer is suited to
thint particular job.

flo. C. r. Lathain: You cannot follow
that very far, you know.

Mr. TONIN: it will have to he done in
this departmuent,

Hoji. C. G. Lathairn: You wvill break downi
the whole idea if you do-

Mir. TON IJN: Then let us break down
the system.-

Hon. C. G-. Laitham: 1' bare wanted thar,
for a long- while.

Mr. TONKTN: Let Lis break d[own the s v..-
tern and not break the hearts of the peoph.
who have at load as heavy as they can bear.
We need to get away in this ease from the
ordinary routine, the red-tape method, and
put officeris in these positions who halve
sympathy and understanding for the people
in adversity. Unfortunately, those people
who have never suffered adversity in most
eases cannot appreciate what it is like. It
would do some of them good to he on tramp
for a week or two. I am not complaining
about all officers. We have somne excellent
officers in the department-sympathetic
officers-but the most sympathetic officers
-Are not in the right place. Some rearrange-

nIeflt is necessary. I amu not advocating
that any officer should be sacked, but that
some should be transferred where they would
do more efficient work and where they wvould
not insult people as they do in some in-
stances to-day, and not make the burdens of
people heavier for then] to hear. I do not
believe that the offlcer who saves most money
from the Vote, at the expense of the feel-
ings of the people, is the most efficient
officer.

Hon. C. G3. Lathuan: Don't forget that
some of these people seeking assistanc are
very insolent.

Mr. TONKIN:- Arc they not entitled to
be?

Mr. Sleenian: The Leader or the Opposi-
tion would be if he were hungry.

Mr. TONKIN: If the Leader of the Op.
position were iii the position of some of
these men, lie wouldl ho a lot more truculent
than they are.

Ron. C. G. Lathanm: I would not expect to
get any more by being truculent.

Mr. TONKIN: These men have to be ex-
cused. It is all very wvell to expect a man
who is not hungry, wtho has a reasonable se-
entrity, to go along and ha courteous and
gracious and gentle and kind.

Hon. C. G. Latham: These men do not
need to he all that; nor do they need to be
impudent, either.

Mr. TONKIN: A man who is hungry and
feels that whichever way he turns society is
against him is not a man who has time to
think about the niceties of approach. He is
only coacerned about getting breadi and
butter for his wife and children.

Mr. Warner: We don't hear many coia-
plaints about the officers of the department.

Mr. TONK IN:- I ala complailding. it
should be perfectly ohvions that some men
are temperamentally unsuited to the job of
interviewing other people. They are too
irritable; they have not the patience. 'Nature
has not endowed them with these qualities
and you cannot expect them to display qua-
lities which they do not possess. Then shift
them and put the right officers in. One man
will -handle the cases of 20 or 30 people with-
out any trouble whatever. He will inter-
view the people, deal with their cases, and
give them satisfaction. Another nian will
deal with similar cases and create trouble all
along. The reason is -that the one man
understands how to deal with people and the
other does not. It is the same with men
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dlealiiig with animals. One mnan will handle
a number of animals mid have a rumpus in
the yard,~ another nian can do what he li
with them. It is a. matter of a difference in
training and temperament. These depart-
mtents call for something different fromn the
general run. We must discard the ordinary
methiod of promotion and look for offcers
possessing thosec special qualities, and if
necessary give tlen', hiore mioney to attract
themn to the job. Ft is not the easiest of jobs
to-day because it demiands a display of those
qualities which Veryl few people possess hu~t
which, fortunately, can be found in hutman
nature. Somethiiig should he done to alter
the methods of thec department so far as in-
quiries are concerned. I will ace that
wlhen a person first applies for assist-
ance, inquiry is nweessary to prevenit iimiosi-
tions, bult T submit that, the f'aets having
been obtained about the fqllaly, those facts-
could be recorded, and at any suibsequent
time when anl aIlhication is maide (or as-
sistance it sbould not he icessary for an-
other investigation to be made. That only
irritates people unnecessarily. 'rho s-ystemn
at the present time is this: A man who has
never beeti onl relief before and finds he
cannot do -without it applies to the relief de-
partment. He makes application ini the
ordinary wary. He is told that ain inspector
will he sent to inspect his home, to hare a
look at his furniture, to mlake sonic inquiries
and see the conditions uinder which lie is liv-
ing. The inspector makes all sort.; of in-
quiries, wvith somec of which I do not agree,
but that again depends on the man sent ouOi
The inquiries hiax-mg been made, a report is
put up to the department by thle officer.
Upon that report the department decides
whether to grant assistance or Otherwise. Uf
assistance is granted after that inquiry, and
at a later dlate the person in receipt of the
assistance finds it no longer necessary be-
cause he has secured employment, and then
if he subsequently applies once mnore for re-
lief because he is obliged to, it should not
he necessary to go through the. initial pro-
cedure of having the same inspection of his
hione. Tf the man were asked to declare his
circumstances, and if he were prepared to
declare that they were the same as existed
previously, on the first inspection, that
should he sufficient for the department, and
he should hie granted relief forthwith and
spared the humiliaition of a second inspec-
tion. We have one -Minister administering

Iwo fi parm t inenOtn-the Chld 1('Ve ci [ire a nd
the Eniployrnett Relief flepartico t. But
we thud there is a dhifferene in policy in One
.- pet. Th le Emnploymient Relief Depart[
ient will continue the assistance for a child
who hats turned 14, if the child is atten 'ding
school. The Child Welfare Department will
tiot do that, mnaintaining that when a child

reaches 14 he or she should seek employ-
itient. The mnember for Subiaco (Mrs. Car-
'lell-Ohiver) agrees with that. She said she
believes that when children reachi 14 they
shonuld look for jobs. I do not. That is one
(PC the causes of unemnployment. People are
eniteri ng work too early.

Ar-.Cardell-Oliver: Raise thle school ago
then.

Mr. TONQT-N: Yes. We should not drive
these people into work too early. When
Ihey are 15 they should be gefing the edit-
iatticii which is their right and the State

soiiassist to enable them to get
lint -dtii:il ion. 'rThe Cild Welfare Do-

partmcnt should tall into line with the Emi-
ploymnent Departicut and continue assist-
aince for the children who have turned 14
and not reached 15. It is -ridiculous to ex-
pect boys and girls to go to work at 14.
What Sort of domestic service are you going
to get from a girl of 14? She might mind
the baby and command a wage of 2s. 6id. a
Week, hult that would not buy shoe. leather.

Roil. G. G. ILathiam: Sonice ret-i-~r pocat

Air. TONI N: Y.es, but they should hie
at school and not working at 14. I do not
think any department should force chil-
drven to work ait _14. By doing so they are
g~oingr to lorce older youths out Of em~ploy-
inent.

lion. G. G. Latham:a You miust first find
the schools and then give parents money to
keep the children there.

Mr. TONKIN: I ami advocating that. Tie
departilten1t shold continue assistance to
parents for the child who is 14; the Em-
ploynienit Department does it and' the Child
Welfare Department should; both are tn-
der the one Minister.

Hon. C. G. Lathan: He has three dif-
feetpolicies.

Mr. TONKIN:- The cases are the sae
and I hope that the policies will -be co-
ordinated and that the sanie consideration
trill be shown to parents getting relief
fronm the Child Welfare Department as is
given by the Employment Department. I
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lbclieve it the Government were to insti-
Lute fhe 40-hour week onl Government re-
lief works it would give the lead to pri-
vate industry and would help towards a
soludtion of the unemployment problem. Ft
w6uld not solve it but it would help.
I 'vant thema to get the same wage
for 40 hours as they now get for
44. 1 believe the Government could
institute that policy as a lead to private
employment. I feel sure that members
who have kept themselves informed of the
iiiareli of events have satisfied themselves
that before many years have elapsed, the
40-hour week wilt be universal. It is us
plain as a pikestaff that there will be a
reducition of hours.

Mr. SamUpsonL: Are you in favouir of
allowing boys to learn trades?

Ml.r. TON'KIN: I will deal wvith that
mnatter in a mnoment. 'It the Glovernment
gave a lead by redc16ig the hours of mnen
oit relief -work, it would hell) to solve the
prolicii, btecause other poople would he
encopraged to attemplt the samne thing. Ails-
tralia is miles behind other countries in
this, respect.

Air. Sampson: WNhat: conutries?
Mr. TONKiN': The meomber for Stihiaco

(Mrs., Cardell-Olivcr) addressed somec re-
marks to the relief scale paid by the de-
partmient tinder the present Goverinent.
Shle complainied, and rightly too, that 7;s.
p-er unit wvas inadequate. The memiber for
Claremont (Mr. North) said hie agreed
that we-coid not afford to pay any more,
and qutoted his leader as having spoken
several times inl this Chamber to prove
that we were already paying more than
we could afford. This proves that the
National Party are speakiing with two
voices. One member complains that wve
arc not paying enough and another says
we are paying more than we can afford.
Low and unsatisfactory as is our scale, it
is much higher than thie scale in operation
inl other States where there are Govern-
inients of the same political colonr as the
party to which the hon, member belongs.

Ho. G . Latham: And your party, too.

Mr. TONTEN: Although, our scale is so
low, our rates compare more than favourT-
ably -with the rates operating elsewhere.
I ant .not defending our low rates. T say
they are iadequate.

Mr. Sanipson: Oive those people a chance
to earn a living.

'Mr. TONKIN--: Some of them are not
capable of e.arning at living.

Mr. Sampson:- They will not bo if you
do not give, them a chance.

'Mr. TONKIN: They have to depend
u~pon the assistance received from the
Child We!lfare Dep~artmnent.

Mr. Sampson: The ,y tire preventedl front
getting' n opportunity-.

Mr. TONKIN. The only way, we can
make the scale higher is by altering the
-whole economic system, as the member for
Claremont has told us, but I venture to s ay
he -would not be prepared to alter it in the
same way as I would.

Mr. M7arshall; He is about the only mnem-
ber onl that side of the Chamber who is pre-
pared to do anything at all.

Mr. TONKIN. The membller for Swan, in
giving his solution of the unemployment
problem, advocated morn apprentices.

Mr. Sampson: Siistoaanee will not solve
the prtoblem.

Mr. TONKIN: The hon. member is at
lesi Ifonsistcnt in idvoenting his solution, as
lie terms11 it. What we want is not more
tri ined wiirkiii en, lint more jobs.

Arir. Sanipsoni: There mire plenty of jobs.
Nfr. TON INT: Thie lion. mnember is put-

ling the facts the wrong way round. BE4
wan.~tt to create wvorkmen and let them find
jo )s.

Mr'. Sn epson : Are there o nv tradesmen
ou t of work to-day?

Mr. TONK IN: It we provide the jobs, we
will soon find the tradesmen. There will be
DO difficultY in getting trainid workmen.

-Ur. Sampson : You arc quite wrong.
Mfr. TONKI N: Only in the hion. member's

opinion, Hid that does not coont for much.
If we create vacancies f or tradesmen, we wvill
get time tradesinleii.

Mr. Simip5on : From the Eastern States
and froin Souther-n Europe?

M)-r. SIleenian: Mraltese?
Mr. TOYJIN: 'The lion, member should

talk ot importing tradesmen. He supported
aGovernment who closed the Teachers'

Training College and left the State short of
teecrs.

R~on. C. G. Latham: You knowv that is not
right.

Mrj. TONKlIN : It is.
Tun. C. O. Lathamn: Yomr Government

kept it closed for two years.
Mr. TONKIN: The Governmntt I support

ophenied it again.
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lion. C. G. 'Latham: But they kept it
tv1c.,ed for two years.

Mr. TON KIN: Two years too long. The
fact remains that they re-opened. the college,
but when they dlid so, there was a shortage
of teachers consequent on the policy pursued
by the lion, member's Government.

Mr. Sampson: There has always been a
shortage of tradesmen and it persists.

Mfr. TONKIN: That is nonsense.
Mr. Sampson: I know it is and T amn

speaking against it.
-Nrl TOIUKN: That is why we have hun-

dreds of tradesmen on Government relief
works.

The Minister for Agriculture: The mem-
ber for Swan read that in one of his country
11ewspapers.

Mr. Sampson: Anyhow, it is true.
'Mr. TONKIN: The solution he offers is

not of imich value. If we can create the
vacancies, we can train apprentices to fill
them.

Mr. Sampson: You will not solve the
problem by advocating sustenance work.

Mr. TONKIN: I am not advocating sit-
tenanee work.

Mr. Sampson: Then I miisunderstood you.
Mr. TONWKIN: I 'want to see men going

off sustenance work, and the way to get
them off is not to train more apprentices.

Ron. C. G. Latham: You leave those peo-
ple in mnid-air. You give them an education;
they grow up without knowledge of anything
else.

Mr. TONKIN: We want vacancies for
men, and vacancies can he created by keep-
ing young people out of industry and by re-
tiring men at the other end of the scale.

Mr. Sampson: Dlo you realise how short
of men the plastering trade is?

Mr. TONTIN: Yes, but not for the reason
ascribed by the hon. member. The depres-
sion hit the country;- there were no vacan-
cies and there was no incentive for men to
learn the trade. We had too many trades-
amen walking the streets. Jobs were not
available for them and there was no incen-
tivo to train men for the work. Thus the
interjection of the hon. member proves may
argument.

Mr. Sampson: Thank God, something will
prove it!

Mr. TONKIN:- The ight way is to create
vacancies and then there will be any num-
ber of trained men'to fill them.

Mr. Sampson: You cannot get trained
mien unlessc you provide an opportunity for
them to learn,

Mr. TONIN: I have heard thle Leader
of the Federal Opposition, Mr. Curtin, say
that 'what is needed is a reorientation of
ideas. That is what the bon. member needs.

Mr. Sampson: If you follow Mr. Curtin,
you will be fairly safe.

MR. DOUST (Nelson) [10.2.5]: I ant not
rising as an applicant for the prize offered
by the member for Claremont, hut I wish
to direct attention to a statement ntde by
the member for South Fremntle (Mr. Fox)
to the effect that he knew quite a number
of young people who had no great desire
to accept work on farms. He said the wages
were low and the hours were long. As a
farmer 1 entirely agree wiph him; as an
employer of labour I agree with him. But
what is the reason for the long hours and
t he low wages? Do members consider that
the fault lies with the farmner? If they do,
they are under an entirely wrong impression,
a definite misapprehension. I believe it is
necessary for farm labourers to organisc, and
only when they become organised will the
farmers become organised. Do members
realise that it is physically impossible for
any man on a fann in the South-West to
draw the basic wage on the price we are
receiving for our primary products? Un-
less the price of our primary products can
be increased to enable us to pay a- reason-
able rate of wages, it is entirely wrong to
blame the farmers for the present state of
affairs. Surely it should be possible to find
a way out of the predicament. Consider the
sugar industry in Queensland. A price has
been fixed for sugar by the Commonwealth
Government and the wages of employees in
the industry have also been fixed. If that
can be done in one primary industry, why
cannot it be done in the others?

Mr. Thorn: Because other primary in-
dustries are not protected as is the sugar
industry.

Air. DOUST: Why should they not be
similarly protected? That is my complaint.
Men engaged in dairying, wheatg'rowing and
wool-growing are justly entitled to a living
wage from the gross proceeds of their pro-
duets. The men engaged in those indus-
tries are as much entitled to a living wage
as are those people employed in the second-
ary industries. To carry on the secondary
industries of Australia would be impossible
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but for the assistance given by the tariff and
by bounties, etc.

Mr. Sampson: And in the final analysis,
would that principle get us through?

Mr. DOUST: It is quite unnecessary to
look at. the question from that point of view.
Very few people in Australia to-day would
proclaim themselves free traders. As wve are
definitely pledged to the policy of protec-
tion for secondary industries, anyone op-
posed to protection to the primary indus-
tries is quite illogical. His mind is not
functioning in a rational mianner, If we
are able to pay employees in secondary inl-
dustries a good wage owing to the opera-
lion of the tariff, we are justified in asking
that the prices received by primary pro-
ducers should be such as to enable them
to get a fair wage and to pay a fair wage
to their employees, flow can we expect men
to be satisfied with £1, 30s. or £C2 a week for
working on a farm when they can get £8
12s. 6id, or £3 13s. 9d. in the city'? I sup-
Pose I am only wasting time in speaking
along these lines, but the problem is one of
which we should take a long range view.
I doubt whether there are many, inem-
hers -who are prepared to deny that the
primary industries are essential to Australia.
J sin afraid that the hackneyed phrase of
agriculture being the -backbone of Australia
has still same truth. If we have failures
in the agricultural industry, the position
of the secondary induistries is likely to be
greatly affected, and they are -liable to have
great diliculty indeed in carrying on for
many years. We cannot possibly all work
in the secondary industries, and it is neces-
sary and natural that we should foster and
assist the primary industries. However
until wages are fixed upon the prices the
primary producers receive, not much ad-
vancement can be expected along those lines.
New, Zealand lies recently undertaken some-
thing along those lines, I am informed.
Certainly the price of butterfat in New
Zealand is considerably higher than it is in
Western Australia at the present time. I
say without fear of contradiction that the
price fixed for butterfat in New Zealand is
equivalent to over 2s. per lb. in Western
Australia. To say that the cost of land is
very high in New Zealand may be all very
well, hut the carrying capacity of that laind
certainly makes it as cheap as any land
that can be purchased in Western Australia.
If we take the production of the cows in

New Zealand onl the average, we find that
it is' doub11le of what the production is in
Western Australia. I cla-im that workig
under those con ditions the New Zealand
farmer is beingc paid at least twice as much.
for his butterfat as the Western Australian.
C'anner repeives. The only thing New Zea-
land farmners sic asked to do in that regard
is to pay not less than £*2 per week and
keep to thir employees. That is the systemn
we must strive to adopt in Western Auis-
tralia, or perhaps I should say in Australia,
becatuse it is highly difficult to introduce
anyiitingi of the kind into a State. I recog-
nice that fact. Before resuming my seat [
will appeal to the Minister for Employment
to niche ai slight alteration in the conditions
under which sing-le men are employed, an
alteration that will not he detrimental inl
any way to his department, one that will
not cost the State a penny-piece more, and
one which 1 can claim will save the State
a considerable amount of money. The
Minister tells us that at present there are-
about 1,200 single men on part-time emnploy-
inent, receiving 830s. a week. Those MCIi
will jnot acept outsidle employment even
when it is offered to them. They have been
offered wages of 30s. per week, and in somes
eases known to me of £2 per week and
keep, during the last month. T2hey are per-
fectly prepared to work for a few months
on farmis, hut what is the result of their
huing. so! They have about one chance in

tenl of getting back on sustenance when they
finish up with (lhe seasonal occupation. The
.Minister would not be doing anything detri-
mental to his department if he issued an
instruction that any par t-time worker who
leaves sustenance to seek employment shall,
if he SO desires, be perumite3 to return to
sustenance employment at any time. I feel
quite sure this course would relieve the
Government of a fair amount of unemploy-
ment during a certain period of the year,
and certainly it would he beneficial tov
farmers throughout Western Australia. The
seasonal occupation demnands labour from.
November and December, and perhaps a
little earlier in some districts. I do 'wish
th~e Minister would give consideration to my
suggestion. I consider it altogether wrong-
to ask unemployed men to seek private Situ -
ations andl thereupon require them to stand
down for several weeks after the outside
work has finished, or possibly refuse thiem
a sustenance job under any consideration.
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MR. DONEY (Williams - Karrogin)
[10.35], The member for North-East Fre-
mantle (3Mr. Tonkin) and the member for
Claremont (Mr. North) are alike in one re-
spect at least, and that is in the utter im-
practicability of theji: proposed solutions of
our unemployment; problem. They both sub-
mitted extremely interestinig speeches to the
debadte on this and on mnany other occasions,
but I am always left with the impression
that if they happened to lie in control of the
Treasury there would not he one chance in
-a. thousand of their even attempting to put
their prize ideas into effect. In respect of
the speech delivered by the 'Minister for
Employment I say that except for the lack
of provision of labour on farms, there is not
any serious ground for complaint against
his administration of the three departments-
under his charge. His report was neither
better nor worse than one mighlt have ex-
peated in the circumstances. There cer-
taily has been a reduction of 3,000 in the
nkumber of maen receiving relief in one form,
or another--fromn 11,000 to 8,000; but that
fact is doubtless accounted for, At any rate
in part, by the further fact that single men
are no longer included in the number of
those receiving relief in sonic form or ot her.
NT.or is the position any better thain might be
expected, having regard to the increasing
number of men being absorbed each year on
the goldlfields, and 'to the circumstance that
throughout the world there is a general lift-
ing of the depression. The Minister's de-
partment is not nearly so difficult to ad-
minister as it was sonic years ago--say, in
the years 1930 to 1933. The department is
now something approaching a machine which
has to he merely oiled every day in order to
keep) it running satisfactorily, although I
do not muind eonceding to the Minister and
to the officers of his department tha~t they
certainly dealI with that oiling and with the
1,ontrol or the machine in a v"ery businesslike
-wary It had beeni my intention to touch on
the question of employment on farms,; hut it
happens tha.t my colleague the member for
Avon (Mr. Boyle) has dealt effectively with
that aspect of the unemployment question,
and therefore I shall not occupy -the timie of
the Committee by further referring to it,
except perhaps to ask the Minister whether
be will biy-and-bye, when replying to the
debate, if hie does so, disclose the reaison for
his objection to subsidising farm labour.
Tile Minister himself hafs a constituency
-which is largely agricultural, and he doubt-
Jess knows that relief for tanners in the

formi of subsidmising their labour is just
about the best type of relief. I do hope that
by-and-bye the M1inister will give some rea-
son why lie does not alice m'ore adopt that
profitable method of relief. Mfy principld
object in joining in the debate is to offer a
few remarks on the Child Welfare Depart-
ncut. Fortunately there aire 110 complaints
that I can utter with regard to the depart-
iment, I believe no wember can. The atti-
ttude of the departmental officers towards
their frequently delicate duties is highly
commendable. Nor, for that mnatter, is there
any Objection to the outlook of tile Minister
himself upoin this p)hase of his responsibili-
ties. I think all members 'will cordially
agree with inc when I say that the officers
of the Child Welfare Department merit
gr-eat praise for the manner in wvhich thiey
handle their wvork, for their method of deal-
ing 'with inquiries, for their prompti-
tude and tact. All members, I be-
liere, recognise the amiple knowledge
those officers possess of their duties. But
when we come -to the conditions under which
these mnen labour, quite a different story has
unfortunately to be told. Members who visit
the department will know that the offeers
work under drab and depressing conditions.
Hion. members will, for instance hare noticed
the old and dirty and decayed walls of the
building. I am not saying- that this condi-
tion shouiild he repaired, for I am given 'to
un1der.stand that the StrUlctUre itself is so old
that probably repair is, out of the question.
Thc department deal With the m)ost Un1for-
tunate of all our citizenps. These unhappy
people aire due for the utmost consideration
in treatmnent. The Minister will realise this
fact, as doubtless he sees themn every day.
Whilst waiting for attention, possibly in
pretty considerable numbers, as I have my-
self seen, they hare t o wait sometimies in the
sunt, sometimes in the cold, and sometimes
iii the rain-depenident, of course, upon the
timue of year. You, Mr. Chairman, will know
as well as the rest of uts that the nature of
the business of the lpeople who call at the
department, Chiefly womnen, requires the ut-
most privacy. M1y complaint is that no
privacy at all, or else ver y little indeed of it,
h; obtainable at the department. Those who
wait there include mothers with babies,
some of them unmarried mothers. I
have noticed that frequently the
mothers hare to suckle their babies
under the eyes of tin' passing public-
That is not a satisfactory lposition at this
tine of day in connection with a depart-
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illeilt Sto iulipioitali i i asthlis cite. '[le lic~ikber
for S ubiaro (Mi-s. Cardell-Oliver) pointed
out that about £24,000 was uinderspent on
the department's Vote last year. I might
suggest to the M-inister that somne of that
balance should have been spent in provid-
ig the additional accommodation and pri-
vaoy to which I have alluded. I wish to
call attention to a matter which I have heard
mentioned hr nunierous mnembers in private
talk-the powerful smell pervading pretty
well the whole of the department on days
when thle laboratory belonging- to the De-
ipartmtent of Agriculture happens to he func-
tioning. The Miiter, 1.knew, has uoticed
it himself, for onl occasions hie has had to
instruct thie staff to change their quarters.

The CHAIRMAN: Can the hion, mnember
conntect this up with the Vote?

Mir, DONEY: It is time Child Welfare Dc-
partment I ami referring to. I thought I
made tliat plain, Mr. Chairman, when point-
ing out that the laboratory of the Depart-
mient of Agriculture happens to be in pretty
mnuch the same block of buildings ais the
Child Welfare Department.

The C. IIAYfLMAN: That is what I was
wvaiting to bear.

Mr. DONEY: The sinell froin the labora-
tory overflows, and permeates the other
building.

Hon. C. G. Latlit: I thought you meant
that tomb arrangemen1t Outside.

Mr. "DONEY: The Minister refurred to
the fact that anl officer of the Industries flu-
patleilt had occasiion to visit Narrogin and
give a display there. I an glad to have
this opportunity of expressing mny thanks
to the Minister and to the officers respons-
ible for permittinig that display. In the
opinion of the officials responsible for the
gala week the display there helped very
materially to make a substantial success of
the venture. I have therefore much pleasure
in expressing mny thanks to time Mfinister for
sanctioning the display.

[M1r. Sampson took the Chair.]

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [10.4t]:-
I agree with a. lot that has been said by thle
member for North-East Fremiantle regard-
ing the officers of the two departments under
discussion. Nothing hut courtesy is extended
to those who have occasion to visit the de-
partment in question by certain of the
officers, but there are others in the depart-
ment who are quite unsuited for the work

tiat is allotted to them. The people who,
interview those officers are not always in tile
hest of temper, anmd the man who is occupy-
ing the permanenit job there could at least
hie a little sympathetic and courteous to
those who are tip against it. I hope the Minl-
ister will see to it that the officers are better
lliocated. I do not say that they are noL
effivient, but there are many who are tern-
1waerliltaIl~y unfitted for the work they am
enitrusted wvith. The officers there should be
possessed of a lot of patience, and in addi-
timi they should be diplomatic with the un-
for-tunates; who have occasion to call on thlem.
P11erhaps if I Were in their position, I mlight
act in a similar way, but all the harm I Wish
them, is that the officers should swop posi-
tions with sonic of the unfortunate people.
who have occasion to call on them for assist-
ance.

Mr. ilmey: Have you ever been there
yourself and witnessed what you have been
describing?

TAir, Thorn: Tell us you own experiences.
Mir. SEEMALN: Is this a cross-exanina-

tion I
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. niew-

ber mu11st address the Chair.
Mr. SLEEMUAN: It seems to me that

members opposite are developing a desire
to cross-examine members on this side of
the House whenever we rise to speak.

The CHAIRAY: The hon. member will
address the Chair.

Air- SLEEMAN: I object to this cross-
examination when I rise to say a, few words.
Perhaps members opposite do not want to
hear those onl this side of the House who
ilue ptI) upa fight for the unider-clog.

The CHlAIRMAN: The hon. member will
speak to the Vote, mnd not take notice of
iliterjections.

Mr'. SLEEMEAN:_ Thea stop them, from
interjecting'

rTlie CHIAIRMAN1\: Thu hon. memiber
Must nlot reflect onl the Chaiir.

Mr. SI.EEMAN: Well, protect me Lrio
the initetetions. I amn sorry to learn that.
because of! the reduction of the disabilities
grrantL by £300,000 thle Government do not
initend to carry? out their promise to in-
cre-ase thle wages of those on sustenance
work-, as was originally intended. The.
Minister said tonight that because of the re-
duction in the grant and the fact that the
farmers we-rc in such a sore plight he wvould
inot now be. able to don what he would have
liked to do.

1949t



1950 [ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. C. (G. Lathamn: How much were the
Government going to give?

Mr. SLEEMIAN: I too should like to
know what the Government anticipated be-
ing able to do, and I hope the Minister will
toll us what thle intentions were. I do not
agree with the course the Government have
adopted that because of the reduction in
the grant aild that the farmers are expert.
encing a bud time, they should have altered
their decision to render greater assistance-
to sustenance men.

Hon. C. 0. Latham interjected.
Mrv. SLEEMAN: I do not intend to take

ainy further notice of interjections, because
the Chairman will call me to order if I do.
The Government should have insisted in no
uncertain tertis on the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment providing assistance for distressed
farmers, and not permitted the position of.
the farmers to be the cause of sustenance
workers being %vietimised. It is about time
-we took onl the Federal Government A
section of the community that cannot afford
to suiffer a reduction are going to have that
experience. There is no one i n the House
who is more desirous thant I am of seeing
that the farmers arc provided for, but I do
object to the unfortunate unemployed being
penialised. I hope the Government will take
the Federal Government on and insist onl
making Federal money available. There is
another matter to which I object whole-
heartedly, and it is the sending of single
men to take employment on farms. These
mn are forced to go on to farms, and many
of them niever get a penny-piece. Perhaps
members opposite will doubt that.

Hon. C. G. Lailta: You cannot give me
an instance.

Mr. ISLEEIAN: I can give any number
of them. ']here is ant official representative
in Fremainitle who scads, these young fellows
to the ('otiitly, . ']'Iiis officer is Mr. Jennings,
thle Superintendent of the Technical School,

and if' ft. Leader of the Opposition wants
proof of w~hat I say, I can refer him to Mr.
Jennings. Ifr. Jennings is doing valuable
work for the community, for which he re-
ceives no rewvard. I know of a case where
the mnember for North-East Freintle paid
the fare of a young man to a farming dis-
trict, aiid the Labour Exchange promised
to refund that money. I know that the
fanner deducted the fare from the Young
muau's wages. but the member for North-
East Fremantle is still whistling for his
money. The Leader of the Opposition

wants specific instances. If he does not
believe rule, hie can apply to the Superintend-
ent of the Teechnical School at Fremantle,
who will quote him a number of instances.

Hfon. 0. G. Latham: I will apply to him.
Mr. SLEEMAN: Recently a farmer ad-

mitted the debt, but referred his employee
to the Agricultural Hank for payment. Of
course the Bank refused to accept any
responsibility, hut the least the Bank could
have done was to see that the man received
hiis payment.

lion. C. G. Lathauki I1 (]:n re say there ac,
isolated cases.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 'Unfortunately there are
many. I do not say that farmers have no,
desire to pay.

Hon. 0. G. Lathanm: You will say next
that McCallumn will not pay thenm,

M-. SLsEEMAN: I am saying that at tha
present time there are too many who cannot
get their money. Of course thecre are good
an3d bad farmers, and there are scores who
can hut will not pay. Unfortunately also
there is a large section who would pay if
they% could. 'The officer at Fremantle who
is rcspornsiIhle for sending unemployed
youths into the country has been treated
most unfairly. We all remember that there
was an appeal made for Youth and Mother.
hood, and there was at considerable stunt
raised. The Frenmantle Technical School
itself contributed] £25, and the Fremantle
Trotting Club raised £600, and yet we find
the superivtendent of the Technical School
at Fremnlatle, who w-as the official agent
appointed to see what could he done for the
appeal, is not even able to purchase paper
on which to carry on his correspondence.
He is obliged to go to printing- offices to pick
up scraps of waste paper, and it is on this
that lie has been doing his correspondence.

M1r. Dooley: Whom do you blame for that?
Mr. SLEEMAN: The people in charge of

the appeal. Although I have been in touch
with '%It. 11*ucartnev, T have been informed
thalt there is no intention of doing anything.
Now that such a large sumn of money has
been raised for youth eniploynlent, why is
not something done to provide employment
for the youth of the State? I understand
that the Minister has not much power over
this fund, but if the department knew their
job, they would see to it that assistance was
rendered. We are sending young fellows out
prospecting, and the probability is that they
will return from their ventures suffering
fronm miner~s' disease. I have 110 desire to
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see these younlg fellows absorbed into the
mining industry of the State. If they re-
main long in the mining industry they will
eventually finish up at Wooroloo with
miners' complaint and that is what I do not
want to see them get. 1 think we should try
to relieve the pos;ition in this State. I am
niot an aspirant for the prize of the member
for Claremront of £C100,000 but We
should get down to a shortening of hours.
We shall niot get anywhere unless, we do. I
hope the Government will see that something
is dlone to inaugurate the 40-hour week.

Hon. C. G. Latham: What about the
farmers?

Mr. SLEEMAAN: I know thre farmers have
had enough labour-saving devices in the last
20 years to enable them to work only 1.2
bouts, but it seems that no matter what im-
provements they get, they still want to work
froni daylight to dark, and the labour-saving
devices do not seem to do themn any good nor
any good to those in the industrial centres
either. It is no use saying other States have
notgot the 40-hour week. There is no reason
for us to lag behind; we are already' lagging
behind a lot of countries. Let us lead and
let others follow. I innrnot content to say
that because other States have not got a 40-
hour week we should not try to get it. I
believe New Zealand will get it soon, and I
believe they are on the right lines.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Disabilities
Commission will cane you if you start that.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am not concerned
shout the Disabilities Conmnission. We take
ton much lying down and go back cap-in-
hand asking for Favours. Won]d& the mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland say wve should go
cap-in-hand to them! The member for
Ouildford-Midland was once at fig-hting spirit
in this country. I think he is; losing a lot of
that fighting spirit.

The CHAIRMAN:. The hon. meimber is
out of order in referring to the memiber for-
Guildford-Midland in that way.

Mr. SLEEAMN: Yes, I thinik 1 inn out
of order in referring to hini at at]. In
America they have a cotton-picking machine
which is going to displace 500 workers.

Mr. Thorn: Thousands of workers.

Mir SLEEMAN: Each machine will do
the work of 500 cotton pick-ers. The same
thing is happening all round in industry.
Coal, superphosphates, oil and wheat were
all dealt with by hand labour, but machin ery
is doing the work now. The farmers came

along with bulk handling appliances tad
mnany men at Fremantle were put out of
work. Nothing has been done to help those
peo0ple over the stile. Of course they can
go to the dump and put out their hand and
ask for assistance, but I think that when
people are permanently displaced in indus-
try something should be done for them.
There have been precedents, for people being
provided for when they have been so dis-
placed,. but here hundreds are being pnt out
11mid nothing is done for them. I hope some-
tihing will be dlone to inaugurate a shorter
working week, and that industry* will he
asked to pay a fair share in coinpensation
for people thrown out of employment
throug-h the introdiuetion of machinery. I
was amnused to hear the member for Swan
talking- about mucre apprentices in the build-
ing trade, but never saying a word about
shorter hours in that trade. If he had men-
tioned sonmethin about the buildting trade
bieing entitled to shortee hours I would have
been inclined to support him. The member
for- Swan wanted to see an over-supply of
tradesmen so that earpcntcrs . bricklayers
and Others would ho0 rulshing ! to him for a
job.

Mr. North: Who wanted that?
Mnr- SLEEMALNU\: The mnember for Swan.

.I hope he will he inore consistent in future,
and when he asks that all these apprentices
should be in the building trade he will
see that a 40-hour week is inaugurated a~lso.
He reminded me of an occsion when he, with
the Leader of the Opposition, and a former
Minister for Works, opposed an attempt
that was fuade to establish an industry here-
that would have been of considerable value
to the State. A couple of weeks ago the
Leader of the Opposition visited Midland
Junction and wade a speech to the men. HP
told them we had somte of the finest work-
men and some of the finest materials in the
world and should ha able to make goods com-
parable with these turned cut in other parts
of the world.

Mr Hegney:, So we have.
Mr. SLEEMAYM: Yes,. but wheiL the

Labour Government started an industry here
mnembers opposite were the people who op-.
posed it. I refer to the State Implement
Works. They said that we could not make
farming implements. Why did the Leader
of the Opposition tell the men at Midland
Junction that we had the finest muon amid.
material in this State and could hold our
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own with thie rest of thle world, when in this
House hie opjposed a venture such a-s E have
mentioned . and[ said we could not mnake int-
plements and Farmning machinery ? I hope
that when thle Leader of thle Opposition has
a chance to do something of this kind for the
workers lie will not blow hiot and cold.

HON. C. G, LATHAM (York) 111.71:
Th enetrk itsatributed to mie lby the mew01-

her for Fremnantle (r.Sleeman) were
ma1.de ait. a little Social f~uniction. So far as
I know it bats itot been the customi to bring
to the House remarks of that nature miade
at social funcetions. It tiat is to he the
attitude of the memnber for Frcmianle--

Mr. Slevinan : It was a public function.
Ion. C. G. 1LATHAM: It was not. It

was hr v Pivate invitation. Mine was ds
tietly a private invitation,

Mr. Sleenian : T-ow nininy were invited?~
lion. C. 0. LATHA2I: I (10 not know;

it is nothing to do with me. If thlat is to
be tile attitude of the member for Frernantle,

will be careful in the future before I
-tecept invitations of that sort. If it is, an '
consolation to the hon. memiber I will repeat
whnt I. said: and it was that we have the
tradesmen. But that is not the point affect-
ingr the State Implement Works. The
trouble there was the lack of a designer.
That is a totally different thing altogether.
If you tell the men you want certain cast-
ings made and grive thorn the material, they
will make them, hut when you have not a
dlesiginer it is not much good. We bought
a lot of obsolete p)atterns from a mian in
South Australia.

Mr. Sleennan: Who made a lot of money
in the trade.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 'We tried to fol-
]ow that pattern instead of adopting new
processes. The holl. memiber had no right
to make out that I said something that I did
not say. As a matter of fact I did not say
we had the best material in the world, be-
cause I do not think Western Australia has.
We have not the best steel mnateirial, at all
events. J am not going to let thle member
for Fremntle mnake those statements. In
future I shall ask whether the member for
Fremantle is go0ing' to he present ait such
functions. The member for Fremantle dlid
not tell us how it was pos5sible to absorb
the men out of employment. If lie had
turned his attention to the construction of
a new bridge at Fremantle he wouzld have
had a lot of support, but hie dealt with nonl-

e.,sentinls. I1 congratmulate the Minister who
introduced these Estimates to-night. Hie
knows I do not throw nly bouquets on his
side Of the 1-louse but hie put it over this
Committee very well to-night. He told us
tlow uch they intended to do for the un-

emplo0yed, that they were going to be exs-
truiinhr liberat until they found that
:woOo hzid been deducted from the Coni-

nionwenltli grant. But it is no use telling
its that sort of thing, for we know that all
the arrangenicats were iaade prior to thle
Li'overnuient heeonaing aware of that deduc-
tion. Another thing is, the hon. memiber
rlid not tell the Committee tha.t, althoughl
these mn have anl increase. of 4,% a week,
their standing-down period has been in-
iteased in order to compensate for that.

'[he Minister- for Employment: No.
Hon. C. G. 1 ATRIAM: That is what I an

told.
'[he Mlinister for Eiulploy ienit -Nonlsense l
Hon. C. G. LATHAMf: Thle Premnier said

to-night that the improvement in ,tle con-
dlitions of the relicf workers was not costing
anything. Of course that is why hi
standing-down period has been increased.
Even now we c-ome in) contact with those
mien and learn of their conditions. Of
cour'se We fally realise the Govcrnmr!nt's dis-
abhilities, bit f contend tlint this department
is jiust ))laying a. wait-and-sec lpolicy; there
is no initiative in it. It is trite that a cer-
taii number or min arc being- absorbed in
indust-'v. Thant is the beost way of employ-
ing thbom, because such employment is very
mnuch mnore pernianent. But there is nothing
in the policy speech of the Minister to-njight
ntor is there anything- to be gained fromt it.
G ettingt bac k t o the eff ort to provide as inuch.
labhour as possible in the agicultural areas. I
think nenshers of the Houise ought to accept
the responsibility they are called upon to
accep t. They conic, here andi make -wild
statemients, and pick out isolated eases, in
order to condenin men in their industries.

Mr. Sleemanl: -Not isolated cases.
Hon. C. G. LATHAMN: They are isolated.
Mr. Sleeman: You do not mneet themn.
liTon. C. 0. LATHAM: Yes, I do. I mect

themi when .1 was, on the Government side
of the Rouse aind I continue to meet them
here. Men fromt thle cross-benchecs have come
to i and told inc of cases, and I have in-
vited themn to tell me exactly where a ease
is to be found.

'Ur. Sleetnni: I1 have told you where to
find one.

19.5 2
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Hion. C. G. LATHAM: Well, I know the
,disabilities fromt which the fanmer is suf-
fering; I know how short of cash he is, but
1 say hie is honest.

Mr. Sleetnan: Did I say he was not lion-
eat?

Hton. 0. G. LA THAM: Well, you loft that
inmlression.

Mr. SLEEMIAN: Oni a point of order, I
said the farmers -were just as honest as any-
body else, hut -that they dlid not liave the
mney with which to pay.

lion. C G, LATHAM: Unfortunately the
farmer is not able to pay big wages. Fro-
qiiently lie Oifllloys a man, ;and the Agrical-
tural hank Commissioners refuse to pay that
man. We know from the Aricultural Bank
Act that not a ipenniy piece belongs to the
farmer, for all belongs to Mr. Alec MeCal-
Win. lIt a mwait has wire netting on his farm,
he is governed by the Agricultural Bank
Act- He has not at soul case Of his own and,
ini ironSquence, lie may ilielil a debt yet not
be permitted to pay it. I know, because the
Bank is in compslete charge. Unlike the
member for Claremont, I have not a solu-
tion for our problems at the moment.

M Ar. Marshall: Perhaps you have one in
Your pocket.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, I have not.
f had no, intention of getting up but for
the muember for remantle, who desired ta
keep the Committee a little longer.

MNr. Sicenian : You nmst not reflect onl an-
othcr memliber.

, [[on. C. G. LATHAM: It was for that
reason alone that I rose to my feet.

MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [11.17]:
1 congratulate 'the Government ou their
efforts to solve the unemployed Prob)-
1cm and deal as fairly as possihic with the
nuen for whomi they have to find w-ork.
The problem itself goes far beyond the con-
fines of the State. Thli Government that
could do most for the people are the Cowi-
monwealth Government. When they went
before the people a few years ago, it wa>,
one of the outstanding points of the policy
speech of the Prime Minister; they were
going to do everything for tile unemployed.
However, we have since found that they-
haive done nothing whatever in that re-
gard, but have left it all to thle States.
Notwith stand ing that the resources of the
ComimonwealIth Government would enable
that Government to do a great deal, they
have done nothing at all, -wlei-eas, onl th e

other hand, here are we wrestling with the
Estimates, although -perhaps we are not
equal to this problem of unemployment,
The Commonwealth Government did give
Seine smiall measure of assistance, but not
tile as-sistance required to solve the problem,
which they3-have left to indigent States to
deal with. Unemployment is a part of the
present econonne system, and while that
system continues we shall have unemploy-
ijietit. It "-as stated here to-night that
when at farmer- requir-es expert labour for
the garnering of his cm-op, lie experiences
diticultLy in securing that labour. Well,
liow- could thme tarnners expect that expert
lalour would be available at a few days'
notice to go and work in the agricultural
industry for a few weeks, after which that
expert labour would have to go off in an
endeavour to find other employment? Not-
iistanding what this or any other Goy-

erunment may 1d), uindoubtedly we shall have
1lunelplOintent with us wrhilst the present
economnic srstcai remains, The Government
were criticised by' thle Commonwealth
Griants Commnission that inquired into the
disabilities of Western Australia; they
were criticised on the scale of payments
Made for Iciie] Llpiynlent relief and child
w elfare assistance: they were criticised
been utse of their policry in that direction.
Notwithstanding that, the Government have
dlone much to improve the position of the
unemployed. Consider the scales paid in
the Eastern States, particularly where
Governments are not Labour, and we must
admit that the condition of men there is
very much worse than that of men in Wes-
tern Australia where we have a Labour
(lovem-nment. During the last three or four
vents the Government have done miuch to
improve conditions. The memuber for Subi-
tioo ci-iticised the Minister and the Gov-
ermnent, but I recaill the time when Black-
boy camp contained a thousand single men
.and their conditions were difficult in the
extrxee. 1 repall that 5s. was the amount
oC the allowance maide available over and
above their keep, and that when the Fin-
oineil 'Emergency Act camne into operation
that allowance was reduced to 4s. 6id. and
afterwards to Is.

Afr. M11eLarty: But you cannot compare
those days with the present time.

Mr. ITEGNEY: The position is much the
samne; we are a long way short of getting
out' of the depression.
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Mr. MeLarty: We are a long way better
off now.

Mr. HEGNEY: The fact remains that
the conditions 1 have mentioned did exist.
The Government are struggling to secure
sufficient funds to improve the position still
farther, anid arc doing the best possible
with the resources at their command to0
meet the needs of the men who are out of
work Theo present economic system, when
it can no longer exploit labour at a profit,
throws men on the unemployed market and
the onus is cast upon the Government to
succour them. I believe that numbers of
men who are unemployed at present will
find it impossible to get work. The Go%,-
erment have carried on a programme of
loan works and have absorbed some thou-
sands of men, but the number of men so
employed will have to he increased as time
goes on because machinery will displace
many workers in industiry. Thus the Gov-
ernment will he expected to provide fur-
ther work so that mein may have an oppor-
tunity to earn a living. The Government
have definitely endeavoured to improve-
the position of the unemployed in many
respects. For instance, when the previous
Government held office the mnaximium amount
a man could earn was £3 a week. If he
happened to he a tradesman, he hadl a
shorter period of work. That system was
altered by the Labour Government and
when a man had earned his money, it was
paid him. Under the previous system there
was a sort of kitty out of which men could
receive only £3 a week. That ridiculous
system was abolished. The member for
Williains-Narrogin (Mr. Doney) urged
the Minister to subsidise farm labour so that
sustenance men could be, absorbied in work in
the country. That scheme was tried out by
the late Mr. Scaddan when Minister for Em-
ployment and be had to :amit that it was
unsatisfactory in that in many instances
where the Glpvernment made the subsidy
available to farmers, they refused to pay the
workers the money to which they were. en-
titled. Mr. Scaddan withdrew the benefits
of the scheme; yet the Government are now
urged to reintroduce it. I hope the Mfinister
will not be influenced by a proposition of
that kind, particularly as it has9 been tested
and fond to be detrimental to the 'workers.
Under the scheme of the present Government
an effort has been made to reduce the stand-
ing-down time. A man with five children on

the maxinmum amount of £2 9s. does not have
to stand down for such a long period. He
would now stand down four days for every
seven weeks' employment, and considering
that he has received an increase of 4s.-3s.
plus the basic wage increase-his position
has been improved. A man on £2 2s. works
for six weeks and stands down for one week.
Many of those mien are better off than they
wecre previously because then they had only
casual employment. They could get onlvy
eighit or nine monthsg' work in the year, anid
for the -rest of the time they had to scratch
along as best they could. They are certainly
much better off than they were, Ehough they
are not as well off as I should like to see
them. When tradesmeon are, employed they
receive margins for skill. Previously the
money went into a kitty and the maximumn
they could draw was £:3 a week. Shortly
after the Labour Government took office,
they made avai-lable. £60,000 for renovating
public buildings throughout the State, and.
most of the tradesmeon then engaged on pick
and shovel work, which was quite unsuitable
for them, were given work at their trades,
Hundreds of those mn have been absorbedl
in full-time enmploymient. I know many of
them who have returned to full-time wvork.
That is the policy which was pursued by the
present Government, and it not only imn-
proved the positioni of the men, but gave
them a future at a time when the outlook
seemed hopeless. WIAheni the Labour Govern-
ment took office 600 men 'vere drawing- bare
sustenance at the Maylands Town Hall
where I attended with the ox-member for
Maylands. I am pleased to say that prac-
tically none attends the bureau there now,
exceptingm of course two or three who are un-
able to work on account of physical disabili-
ties. What applies at Maylandi applies at
Victoria Park and other centres. Those
men have been provided with -work and they
now have a decidedly more hopeful outlook
than they bad in those days. I represent an
electorate that consists purely of wvorking
class people and I do not now have the
number of men coming to me worrying to be
fixed up for sustenance or employment.
They know the conditions ruling and they
have been put on the track of earning a
living. The manner in which the Govern-
ment tackled the whole problem had a bene-
ficial effect in many directions. The GJoy-
erniment used their loan funds for the pur-
pose, and have done a good job. A consid-
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erable amount still remains to be done, but
that is due to the economic systemn. The
member for Subiaco complained that the
scale adopted by the Child Welfare Depart-
ment is not large enough for unemployed
girls. We all agree with that. 'We know
it is not the maximum that should he avail-
able for these girls. We have advanced that
poinit of view time and again.

Mr. North: I rise to call attention to the
fact that the Leader of the Opposition has
his hat on.

The CHAIRMAAN: The Leader of the Op-
position is in order so long as he does not
stand up and move about in the Chamber
with his bat on.

Mr. HEGNEY: The scale is not as liberal
as I would like to see it. The Disabilities
Commission criticised the scale as being more
liberal than the average seals in Australia.
It is a matter of the mnoney being made
available. When the previous Government
were in office they did not increase the vote.
They had the same struggle to find money
as probably the present Government have.

Mr. MeLarty: A much greater strug-gle.
Mr. HEGNEY: I am not prepared to ad-

mit that. The whole thing resolves itself
into a question of money and the economi c
system. The Government have done their
best to improve the position of workers, and
have done so very considerably. I hope at
the end of the next year or two that most of
the men out of work wiql be absorbed into
full-time employment, and that a better era
wvill be ushered in for the betterment of all.

THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
(Hion. A. R, G. Hawke--Northam-in
reply) [11.33):- With the exception of the
vicious and irresponsible speech of the mem-
ber for Subiaco, the general debate on these
Estimates has been fair and reasonable. I
have taken a note of all the points raised.
They will receive careful consideration with
tie idea of giving effect to those that are
useful and practicable, and if they are so
regarded, with a view to putting them into
operation as soon as possible.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-Labour, 4972;1 Child 'Welf are and
Outdoor Relief, £,126,041; Council of Indus-
trial Development, £1,670-.--agreed to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.35 p.m.
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Leave of absence......... ......... ons
Wels: Vermin Act Amendment, SR., passed .. 1955

Bunbury (Old Cemetery) Lands itevestmont,
3R., passed.................1955L

City of Perth Endowment lands Amendinent,
2R., Corn. report Ac.. .dent i... .. 1956

Financial EmergencyAt maenI...15
)Dividend Dutina Act Amendment, Corn., recoin 1056
Faecrl and Shops Act Amendment, 2R. _1050
TradeB Descriptions and False Advertisement'

Coin.................1057

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m.,, and read prayers.

LEAVE Or ABSENCE.

'On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings of the
House ranted to Hon, C. B. Williams
(South) on the ground of ill-health.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.

1, Vermin Act Amendment.
2, Bnury (Old Cemetery) Lands Re-;

Passed.

[Hon. J. Nicholson took the Chair.]

BILL-CITY OF PERTH ENDOWMENT
LANDS ACT AMENDMENT."

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. L. B. BOLT ON (Metropolitan)
[4.37]. : rain inquiries which have been
made, I understand that there is no objection
to the Proposals of the Bill, which will have
the effect of releasing from the City of Perth
Endowmnl Lands Act certain lands ac-
quired by the Workers' Homes Board. The
City of Perth offers no objection to the.
nmeasure, and I therefore support the second
reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read s4 second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.


